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Introduction

Gangs, and the criminal activity they commit, are
growing concernsto Illinois communities. Until
recently, there has been little systematic
information concerning gang presence statewide.
This paper reports on two research efforts that
explore the numbers of gangsin selected Illinois
cities, their demographic makeup, criminal
activities in which gang members engage, and
measures that these cities have used to address

gangs and gang problems.

In late 1995 and early 1996, the Nationa Y outh
Gang Center (NY GC) conducted a national
survey of 4,120 police and sheriffs departments,
including 229 Illinois agencies. The survey
focused on gangs and gang member presencein

each jurisdiction.

The lllinois Criminal Justice Information
Authority expanded on this research in 1996 by
conducting telephone interviews with 57 of the
[llinois police departments that had responded to
the NY GC survey.

Both the mailed survey and the interview data
are summarized here to present a more detailed
view of gangs and gang members in selected

[llinois jurisdictions.

Summary of the 1995 National Youth
Gang Center Survey

Who was Surveyed? The 4,120 jurisdictions
surveyed in the national study included 206
policejurisdictions and 23 sheriff jurisdictionsin
[llinois. The sampled jurisdictions were not
chosen randomly. Rather, the NYGC used a

composite list of city and county jurisdictions
that had previously reported a gang problemin
earlier national surveys, aswell as others that
had reported no gang problem. In addition, the
NY GC used alist of members of Regional
Information Sharing Systems (RISS) projects.

The 4,120 localities in the 1995 survey included
1,877 agencies that had reported having a youth
gang problem sometime in the last 25 years, and
2,243 localities that had not reported a gang
problem in the time period or who had never

been surveyed.

The NY GC tried to send the survey to every
agency that had ever reported gang activity. The
goa wasto survey the “universe” of al places
with a gang problem, nationwide. One advantage
of this purposive sample was the scope of the
study. Thiswas the first large-scale survey to
include substantial numbers of rural and
suburban counties along with urban jurisdictions.
However, the NY GC 1995 sample was not
random. Therefore, it is not necessarily
representative of police and sheriff’s

jurisdictions nationwide, or in lllinois.

What wer e the results? Police responding to
the survey were asked to indicate if they had a
youth gang problem in the 1970s, the 1980s,
from 1990 to 1994, and in 1995. “Y outh gang”
as defined in the 1995 NY GC survey (see
attached questionnaire) is:

A group of youthsin your jurisdiction, aged
approximately 10 to 22, that you or other
responsible personsin your agency or

community are willing to identify or classify asa



‘gang.’” Do not include motorcycle
gangs, hate or ideology groups, prison
gangs, or adult gangs.

National results from the 1995 National
Y outh Gang Survey are availablein a
Program Summary (U.S. Department of
Justice, Office of Justice Programs,
Office of Juvenile Justice and

Delinquency Prevention, August 1997).

The survey reveaed that 86 percent of
surveyed Illinois police jurisdictions
and 83 percent of sheriff’s departments
reported a “youth gang problem” in
1995 (see Figure 1). Thisis not
surprising, given the way jurisdictions

were chosen.

Most of the surveyed Illinois police
departments believed gang presence
was growing in their city. When asked
in 1996 about gang problemsin earlier
years, fewer reporting officials recalled
problemsin the ‘ 70s, *80s or early ‘90s
than in 1995.

Responding police officials perceived a
growing gang presence in all types of
communities, but rural officials

perceived the sharpest increase (see

Figure 2).* The magjority of the 20 responding

citiesin lllinois rural counties had not

! Our definition of rural versus urban countiesis
based on Metropolitan Statistical Areas defined
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. A county can
qualify asan MSA in two ways: if it includes a
city of at least 50,000 population, or if it includes

Figure 1. Gang Problems in Selected Police

and Sheriff's Jurisdictions in lllinois
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an urbanized area of at least 50,000 population
with atotal metropolitan population of at least
100,000. The county may contain the main city
of an urbanized area, or it may have strong
economic or socia tiesto the central county.
Based on this definition, there are 26 urban
counties and 76 rura countiesin Illinois. The
five collar counties are DuPage, Kane, Lake,
McHenry and Will.




experienced any gang criminal
activity until the 1990s. Thus, gangs
are seen as a serious, new situation
for law enforcement in smaller

Figure 3. Gang-related Homicides Reported
in Selected lllinois Police Jurisdictions
1995 (Percent)
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was a gang member. Fully 35

percent of urban county police jurisdictions
outside of Cook and the collar counties reported
at least one gang-related homicide, compared to
only 15 percent in Cook and the collar counties.
Officialsin many cities in Cook and the collar
counties, however, found the NY GC survey
guestion on homicide confusing because it asked
for gang-involved perpetrators and victims
separately. Thiswas corrected in the second

NY GC survey.

Asked if their youth gang problems were
worsening, improving, or remaining the same,
just about athird of the surveyed agenciesin
Cook and the collar counties said their youth
gang problems were getting worse, along with
nearly half the respondentsin other urban
counties, and 26 percent of respondentsin rural

counties.

Surveyed police jurisdictions throughout [1linois
are responding to local gang problems. The 1995
survey showed that most jurisdictions had either

a street gang unit or officer, or a gang prevention
unit or officer. More than 90 percent of
responding agencies in Cook and the collar
counties had a gang program. Even in rural and
urban areas outside of Cook and the collar

counties, 74 percent had a gang program.

1996 Telephone Interview Data from the
Authority

The NY GC written survey provided a baseline
assessment of gang presence on a national and
state level in 1995, but little detail. The survey’s
brevity and limited scope helped to ensure a high
response rate (83 percent of surveyswere
returned). However, the Authority wanted more
detailed knowledge of gangs, gang members and
their activitiesin Illinois. Therefore, we followed
up on the NYGC Illinois sample by conducting
person-to-person telephone interviews with
officers at 57 police departments.

We selected 62 of the first 178 Illinois police
departments that responded to the NY GC survey
and indicated they had a 1995 gang problem. Our



selection was based on three criteria: population,
region, and prior gang homicides. In Cook
County, we chose departmentsin ajurisdiction
with a population of 38,000 or more (11 cities).
Outside of Cook County, the population criterion
was 20,000 or more (48 cities). We aso included
any jurisdiction reporting that in 1995 they had a
homicide committed by a gang member (3
additional citiesin Cook County). Like the

NY GC survey, this sample of 62 citiesisnot a
representative sample of al Illinois jurisdictions.
It is apurposive sample of cities across the state

that have reported a gang problem.

Of the 62 sampled jurisdictions, the Authority
completed 57 interviews for a completion rate of
92 percent. The 57 interviews included all of the
14 cities sampled in Cook County, 21 of the 24
cities sampled in collar counties, 16 of the 17
sampled in other urban counties, and six of the

seven sampled in rural counties.

The data from the telephone interviews were
more qualitative than the 1995 NY GC survey.
The interviews included questions on the
definition of a gang, the demographic
composition of gang members, descriptions of
the types of activities gang members engaged in,
and community programs addressing the gang
problem (see questionnaire, attached). The
results of the telephone interviews were
presented to the Governor’s Commission on
Gangs in October 1996.

Definition of Gang
Instead of defining “gang” for the interviewed
departments, the Authority asked each

department for its definition of a gang. All but
three of the 57 interviewed officials were able to
citeaformal or informal definition.

The majority (58 percent) of the interviewed
jurisdictions said that they use the official

[llinois State Police definition of a gang.
Thirteen jurisdictions (23 percent) use the state
police definition as a basis, but modify or expand
it, adding “tattoos,” for example. The state police
definition is as follows (see the Statewide
Organized Gang Database Act):

Street gang or gang or organized gang means
any combination, confederation, alliance,
network, conspiracy, understanding or simulate,
conjoining, in law or in fact, of three or more
persons with an established hierarchy that,
through its membership or through the agency of
any member, engages in a course or pattern of

criminal activity.

Many jurisdictions (43) also had their own
definition of a“gang,” and there were
commonalitiesin those definitions. Sixty-eight
percent of jurisdictions interviewed included “an
organized group or association” as part of their
definition; 60 percent included “involved in
crimina activity;” and 44 percent included
“showing colors, signs, symbols, graffiti.” Some
jurisdictions drew a distinction between “gang
motivation” and “gang membership” when
compiling statistics regarding gang-related
crimes; however, this distinction was not

uniform from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.

When asked for the number of gang members or
gangsin their cities, jurisdictions ran into

additional definitional issues. For example, how



should factions of a gang be counted? Gang
members who do not live in the same city in
which they commit crimes also complicate
definitions. One Cook County official said,
“Gang members arrested are from Chicago... not
residents of [his community]. They’re passing

through. They’ re so mobile today.”

Ties to “Big City” Gangs

In the telephone interviews, officials were asked
whether their gangs had adopted the name of a
big city gang. Eighty-nine percent of collar, 93
percent of other urban, and 83 percent of rura
county police departments said that they had (see
Figure 4). The most frequently mentioned gangs
were the Gangster Disciples (84 percent), Vice
Lords (68 percent), and the Latin Kings (65
percent). Connections to the Four Corner
Hustlers were most frequent in cities outside of
Cook County.

Most Frequently Mentioned
Gangs in Selected Police Jurisdictions
(Percent)
Other

Cook Collar  Urban  Rura
Gangster
Disciples 64 74 88 100
Vice Lords 64 79 81 100
Latin Kings 71 89 63 33
Black P-Stones 57 32 38 50
Satan Disciples 21 42 13 0
Four Corner
Hustlers 7 26 44 33
Maniac Latin
Disciples 21 37 13 0
Black Gangster
Disciples 14 5 19 33
Simon City
Royals 29 21 31 0
(N) 1 19 (19 (6
Source: 1996 Authority Interviews
Figure 4

Many officials pointed out that links to big city
gangs are not easily assessed. Loca gangs may
take on the name of a*big city gang” for
prestige, yet not have any formal economic or
hierarchical tie to the gang. In one city, for
example, there are two factions of Latin Kings,
one having the sanction of the “real” Kings, and

the other an “illegal” group aspiring to be Kings.

Gang Migration

A common theme from many interviewees was
the need for cross-jurisdictional cooperation.
One officer said, “Gangs know no boundaries,
but gang enforcement is restricted by
boundaries.” Authoritiesin one Cook County
city have noticed that “diffusion” occurs as well
as migration. Gang members will decide to
commit offenses across a neighboring border,

possibly to avoid prosecution.

Ninety-two percent of the interviewed police
officials said they were aware of gang members
migrating to their jurisdictions and 77 percent
said they were aware of their local gang
members migrating to other locales. For citiesin
Cook and the collar counties, migration is mostly
from Chicago. Outside of the Chicago area, cities
experiencing migration tend to be close to a
major route connecting their cities to Chicago or
to East St. Louis, or the migration is from other
nearby cities.

More of the police jurisdictions reported
intrastate than interstate connections between
gangs. Only 19 percent (11 cities) mentioned
migration from cities in neighboring states,
including Minneapolis, Milwaukee, St. Louis,
Decatur, Indianapolis, and the Quad Cities



(lowa). Nine cities mentioned migration from
further afield, including California, Mexico,
Texas, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, and Mississippi.

While information on migration patternsis
inconclusive, there may be a relationship
between the presence of gangs and towns with
colleges, towns with correctional facilities, or
jurisdictions near major interstates. For example,
the police department in one college town had
experienced a“ push to expand” by the Vice
Lords and Four Corner Hustlers, beginning in
1992. However, another city outside of Chicago
said that most gang members who move to town

do so for family reasons, “to escape the city.”

Ethnicity

Gangsin citieslocated in rural, collar and other
urban counties have a higher level of ethnic
diversity than those in Cook County. In areas
outside Cook County, the youth population
creates an environment where traditionally
African-American gangs, such as the Gangster
Disciples, or traditionally Latino gangs, such as
the Latin Kings, are likely to have members of
many differing ethnic groups. Fifty-eight percent
of interviewed departments in urban counties
outside the collar counties, 57 percent of collar
counties, and 33 percent of those in rural
counties mentioned the presence of “ethnically
mixed” gangs, compared to 28 percent for cities
in Cook County.

Gangs and Drugs

A component of the Authority’ s interview
addressed the possible association between gang
membership and the sale and distribution of

illegal drugs (see attached questionnaire). Sixty-
three percent of the interviewed jurisdictions
indicated that the gangs in their jurisdiction were
“heavily” involved in drug sales, and 87 percent
stated that gangs were at least “ somewhat”

involved in drug sales.

The officials interviewed reported a total of
2,239 arrests in 1995 for the manufacture and
delivery of controlled substances. Respondents
said their gangs most often sold marijuana (95
percent), although crack cocaine (82 percent) and
powder cocaine (51 percent) also were
mentioned often as drugs sold by gang members.
In only three jurisdictions was marijuana the
only drug listed as being sold. Crack cocaine,
powder cocaine and marijuanawere most often

mentioned in both urban and rural jurisdictions.

Gang members who engage in drug distribution
may sell drugs for personal profit, or may sell
drugs to further the gang as awhole. The
majority of jurisdictions interviewed (64 percent)
had experienced both types of drug distribution

by gang members.

Because drug manufacturing and distribution
tends to be lucrative, many jurisdictions felt
there was alevel of admiration and respect given
to gangs and gang members by young people in
their community (10 explicitly mentioned this).
This respect may lead to an aspiration to join a
gang, and may explain the perception that gang
members are getting younger. As one official
stated, “It’'s afantasy for the younger kids, trying

to associate with the gangs....It"s knowledge of



gangs, glorified on TV, stylish look, rap music,

cool....”

Age and Gender

Among the 12 officials who indicated that gang-
related violence had gotten worse in their city,
five reported that younger gang members were
more violent. Although the younger “ peripheral
gang members’ are not “active members’ or
“hard-core members,” they are reportedly
committing more criminal activity. Some of
these officials indicated that gang |eaders might
put younger members at greater risk for arrest,
because the juvenile system protects them from
the harsher, more punitive consequences of adult

courts.

Typically, officias interviewed said women
aided and abetted male gang members by
carrying guns, holding drugs, or providing
shelter. Police officials also reported an
awareness of all-female gangs committing

violent acts. Twenty-three percent of

percent said gang violence had stayed the same
and dlightly more than half said drug offenses
had stayed the same. One quarter said gang
violence was getting worse and 27 percent said it
was improving. Even more said gang drug
offenses were getting worse (34 percent), and
many fewer (13 percent) said drug offenses were
getting better. Those who said gang violence had
improved attributed this success to a proactive
police effort, a coordinated community response,
and a multi-faceted approach to gangs in their
community. Those who said it was getting worse
indicated it was because gangs were more
mobile, were becoming smarter, and had more
affiliations.

Collar county respondents were the most likely
to indicate that both gang violence and gang drug
offense had stayed the same (62 percent for
violence, and 75 percent for drug-offending — see
Figures 5 and 6). Cities located in urban counties

outside the collar were most likely to say both

the jurisdictions interviewed had all-

female gangs and another eleven

Figure 5. Gang Violence and
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Figure 6. Gang Violence and
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20 percent of interviewed
jurisdictions, but a similar
proportion aso mentioned youth
activities and outreach to parents.
Severa officials aso mentioned
multi-jurisdictional task forces as
an important part of their response

to gangs.

Have these programs worked?

- Gang Violence o .

..., Onelargejurisdiction in the collar
Drug-offending counties attributed its 1995

reduction in gang homicides and

gang violence and drug offense were getting
worse (38 percent for violence, and 50 percent
for drug-offending). Forty-three percent of Cook
County officials reported an increase in drug
offenses, as did 33 percent of rura county
officials.

Police and Community Responses to
Gangs

Communities statewide appear to be using a
whole range of programs to intervene and
contain gangs and gang activity. Many officias
interviewed believe the ideal way to control
gangs and gang violence is through a three-
pronged approach: prevention, intervention, and

suppression.

About one-third of interviewed police
jurisdictions indicated they had gang-awareness
and gang prevention programs, such as DARE or
GREAT (see Figure 7). More traditional police
methods, such as suppression and zero tolerance

for criminal activity, were mentioned by about

other serious violence to a
vigorous effort that included
“locking up core shooters.” Another collar
county city noted that while overall gang-related
violence had declined, gang-related shootings
had increased, despite a number of prevention
programs. One Chicago suburb pointed to the
Peer Jury program as being effective with first
offenders. An official in acity outside of the
collar counties said that violence had declined

because of “constant pressure.”

Other officials credited “better management of
rental units by landlords,” “aggressive
enforcement of anti-loitering policies,”
“community involvement,” “cigarette law
enforcement,” “parent notification and

education,” and “keeping citizens aware.”

Conclusions

Interviews with 57 selected departments indicate
that gang violence in the mid-1990s is found not
only in Cook County and the surrounding

counties, but also in other urban and rura



Police and Community Response to Gangs
(N =57; Number of Mentions)

Gang Awar eness, Prevention and
Education
19 Gang Awareness Programs
17 DARE, GREAT, VEGA
16 Education Programs
7 Adult Awareness
6 Prevention Programs
5 Speaker’s Bureau
Suppression
12 Zero Tolerance for Crime
11 Suppression
6 Arrest
6 Gang Crimes Unit
5 Road Work
I ntervention
8 Parent Outreach
6 Tak
School Programs
16 School Programs
6 Grade School Program
6 Police Liaison in Schools
Community Programs
11 Multi-jurisdictional Task Forces
8 Youth Activities
6 Neighborhood Watch
5 Community Program
5 Community-oriented Policing

Source: 1996 Authority Interviews

Figure 7

counties of Illinois. Many of the urban county
police departments interviewed have faced gangs
and gang violence for severa decades, yet the
majority of the rural county jurisdictions
interviewed by the Authority had not seen the
emergence of gangs until the early 1990s.

The six rural county jurisdictions interviewed
paint a picture of gangs and gang activity that is
similar to that traditionally seen in citiesin urban
counties. All of them had more than one gang in

town, and one had seven. Four of the six had a

10

gang-related shooting in 1995. One officia said,
“[We ve had] no homicides, a moratorium. Lots

of shooting, al of the time.”

Four of the six officials from these rural county
cities said their gang members were heavily
involved in drug sales and all said their gang
members were somewhat involved in drug sales.
Three mentioned the influence of a college or
prison. One official said gang members were
“...coming to deal drugsto college studentsin a
wide open market. [They] pose as students. It'sa
front. They’re not really attending college.”
Another said, “ Gangs come to the area for drugs.
Also, the area has a prison and upon release,

gang members may stay in the area.”

In all areas of the state, most interviewed
officials indicated that gang membersin their
locales are at least somewhat involved in drug
sales. Interviewed officers believe younger gang
members are becoming increasingly violent.
Though afifth of the jurisdictions reported all-
female gangs, more reported that females assist

male gang members.

Respondents called for a multi-jurisdictional
approach to containing gang criminal activity.
Most interviewed police officers say their
departments and their communities are using a
range of approaches to respond to the gang
problems they have been encountering, from
gang awareness and education, through strict law
enforcement action in the face of crime, to
community programs for youth. Many agreed
with the official who said that, “It needs to be the

entire community responding.”



Police and sheriff’ s departments across lllinois
are dealing with a serious gang problem, one that
looks much the same whether it isin urban or
rural areas. Officials who were interviewed were
very concerned about the threat to their
communities from gangs. As one respondent
pointed out, “ Gang activity, more than any other
issue, affects the overall quality of life within a
community, and greater resources need to be

applied to try to find an answer to the problem.”

The NY GC has recently completed a second
survey of police and sheriff’s jurisdictions to
determine the state of the gang problem. For the
first time, they used a stratified, random sample.
All cities (over 25,000 population) and all
suburban counties were surveyed. In addition,
random samples of small cities and towns (under
25,000 population) and rural counties were
surveyed. Such a sample should provide
representative data for a more accurate picture of
how communities nationwide are experiencing

gangs.
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IHinois Youth GGang Survey, 1996: Interview Schedule
Mlingis Crimical Justice [nformation Authority

Hello, {name}. This is Carolyn Rebecea Block {Becky) from ihe Wlinots Criminal Justice
Information Authenty Thank you for taking the tinee to talk 1o me We are workin K with he
Attoroey General’s staff to help support the Governor's Commission an Crangs in [lingis. As vou
may know, the Commission on Gangs has been charged with "formulating a s1ate-wide response
to cririnal street gangs in Nlingis,™ and specifically to "identify the nature and scope of crinnal
street gangs in Ilinods, and develop a cumprehensive response 1o the problecn ” The Commission
s planning a meeting in July, leading to a fina] repart to the Governor by late sucumer

One of the things we're doing is to use data from the Naticnal Youth Crang Center, which
recently conducted a nationwide survey of law enforcement agencies, the National Youth Gang
Survey. We called you because you responded 1o the survey by indicating that . (mame
of jurisdiction} experienced "youlh gang problems” in 1995 [t would be helphul te the Governor's
Commission on (angs if you could take 4 fow minues (o give us a little more detail about the
Bang activity in {urisdiction}.

We furve fomned that it takes abont a hadfl hour to do thy srvey. Some depaviments need
{6y CAYCK o seme mambers cand pet Back b us, Others sTve us thelr best estisraee. } eouwld FAX
Yo e questionnaire, so thai you can folfow atfargs, Wodd vear iike me to do that?

NOTE: 1o the Natjvoel survey, Yourth {ieng was defined as- “a Arap ol youths i paur Jurisdiclcn  aged
appreimabedy 10 1 22, that voo uor uther reaponabbe persona i Your geney or conmmuly are walling o 1dentaly ar
ulassify 6q v 'gang.’ Do not mclude matoveycls gangs, hate ur Wealogy graups, poson gangs, ur adull gangs ™ In (s
Burvey, we don 't wanl bo it the discussion i apy specfic age droup. Fleate include aduine oo well s powths, if
APOFUQIAe. Wi e reIpond e e rest of tiese suertion,

1 To start off, when you replied to the national swrvey that fname of jurisdiction) had

“youth gang problems,” could you tcll me in s few words what that means in (jurisdiction)?

Probe. What is a “gang™ What is “problems™ (Eg: graffiti, drugs, violence, recruiting. ) Docs
your depariment have an official definition? (If so, ask them to FAX it to 3 12-793-8422 %

2 1n the national survey, you indicated that there were abaut {xx) active youth gangs with
(xrx) members in (jurisdiction) in 1995, How many Eangs are there taday?
(Fither estimete, or look up amd get back o me. Check fere ifaerecords at eff

_ _ [active gangs} . {Eang members)

3. Could you tell me something ubout the nature of those gangs’
A. What are the names of the gangs in (name of jurisdiciion)?
(Probe: use atiached check st add additional weame s F VATICHES when mentioned )

Have any of the gangs in {name of jurisdiction) adopted the name of 3 gang from Chicagn,
5t. Louis, Los Angeles, or another big city gang?
NO _YES. (Newe an check fist.)



B. How many of the xx gangs in {name of junisdiction) . .
areLanno” _
are African- American (nenlating)”
are white fnonLatino white
are Asian or other (specify ff “other™y
are of mixed ethpicity? {please specify the meg
(Either extimate, o look ap and get back t me. Check here of o recards ar alf L

L. What about the age of gang members”  /Remember. we are also mctudimg aaulf
gamg members, if applicable.)
1. What is the typical age of’
the most active (core) members [ s B
the peripheral members { to }
(Luher estimate, or lpok up and get back to me. Check Rere 1f no recoreds at alf _

li. Are these age patterns different for different 1ypes of gang-related offenses”

o [4)
____ Y5 IF¥ES Could you specify the different age patterns?
Serious Violent (Mlenses (homicide, battery): typical age | ape range _ta
ther Viclent (Mlenscs: typical age  _ ; aperange .
Sencus Drug Offenses (dealing): typical age L UZETANge  to
Other Drug Offenses (possession of pot): typical age _ [agerange 1o
Other Offenses (vandalism): typical age JAgerange o

it. Have you noticed any change in the ages of active gang members recently”? Are
active gang members getling younger? Cietting older? Or not thangtng”

NO CHANGE.

GETTING YOUNGER. Probe Please explain; Typical ages of new
recnuils; Are younger members involved in crime? What kind of crime?

. ._GEITING OLDER. Frobe Pleasc explain; Are older members being
recruited? Are older members migrating to the city?

D What abour female gangs or gang members?
i. Do you have any all-female gangs in{name of jurisdiction)?
NC.
YES. If¥YES, please describe
Probe: Name of gang, number of members, kind of gang activity

i Arc female pangs or female members of other panes active in:
violent offenses?  NO
__ YES If YES please describe.
Frobe type of violence, committed with/without male co-offenders:



drug offcnses? WO,
YES. I YES please describe
Probe. wype of viclence, committed with/without mate oo-uffenders:

other offcpses”? MO
YES [IYES please describe

Probe type of violence, committed with/withaut male co-pifender s

i1 Could you estimate the percent of fang members in {name of urisdiction) whe
are females?
Active {core) members Yo
Peripheral members %
(Ewther estmate, or lok up amd zet back o me. Chack here if no records ot all A

Would your estimate be differem for different panps? If so, please explain

Latine Ednys {ﬂ.ﬂ.l'nﬁ_} . Core members, Ii_ll.-"u‘, other members o s
Black pangs {name) . _ Core members %; other members 9
{hher gangs {nare) _ . Core members: U other members %

tv Has thers been any change in female pang activity since 19457

_ ___NO
- — YES IfYES, please describe the change. Probe. Increase/decrease in

numbers; More/less active in core of gang, Morefess vialent

3. In the National suevey, you mentioned 1hat there were (Humber no) gang-related
homicides in 1995, What about other kinds of gang-related viclence?

Lither esttmate, or Jook up and get back to me. Check here if o records at ol
DATA SOCRCE: _ _ _

A. During 1995, were there any instances of gang-related shootings (Grearm hattenes)?

_ __ND»

—. __YES IfYES How many in 19957 o

1. 1Of thege . im how many was someaone hir or injured?
il Were any of these drive-by shootings (shootin g from cars)?

___ NGO YES If YES: How many in 9957

B. What about other kinds of gang-related violence (e g : Mob Action, threats,

intimidation)? _ _ NO. YES. If YES, please estimate the number in 1995
Number Kind of crime
Number Kind of crime

C. Haz gang-related violence in (name of jurisdiction) gotten worse, better, or stayed the
sume since 19957 (Circle ane answer )
IF "worse™ or “better”: Why do you think this is happening? _




4 Has (name of jurisdiction) expericnced other kinds of gang-related crimes {r.g.
burgiary, theft, harassment)?

__ KD

— ___ YES If YES, pleaze estimate the number in 1995
Number Kind of cime

Sumber Kind of crime

fRather estimate, or took up and get back 1o me. Check here 1f e records ur aif J

5. We are also interested in gang activity invelving drugs (not Just possession and wse but
alsa dealing),

A. To what extent are pang members invelved in drug safes in (name of jurisdiction)?
(MCITE: whis refers io distnbution or XS, et Smple possession,)

____ notinvolved (skip to ques. &) — __ romuimally involved

_ somewhat imvolved — __ heavily involved
If INVOLVED fin any way). How many arrests of gang members were there in |995 far
maoufacture or delivery of a controlled substance? _
{Either estimate, or look up and et back to me. Check here Wnorecordsatali
B IWINVOLVED, what kind of strect Bang invalvement is there? Do street gangs deal
drugs as an organization, do individyal gang members deal drags independently of the
2ang. or do bath kindz ol involvement oecur?
—_ Street gangs run an organizatinnal gang business
Probe. name of gangs L
___Individual gang members deal drays independently of the gang
Prodwe: members of which gangs®

C Does drug safe imvolvement differ for diferent pangs?
_ NG
_YES If YES, please explain. Probe: Lating vs, Black gangs Involvement of
younger vs. older members: Invalvenent of females v males

. What are the drugs most commenly Sodel by {name of jurisdiction) gang members?

- rock or crack cocaine ) powdered cocaine
_ hercin _ marjuana
- PCF ’ L&D Methamphetamine
other (please specify: ]

Prahe: has this changed since 19957 if s hovw?

E. Has gang-related drug offending in (mame of judsdiciinn) gotten worie, hetter, or
stayed the same since 19957 /Circle the amwer J
If “worse” or “better™: Why do you thiok this is happening?




5. A Tew gquestions ahout gang ntigration.

A. Are you aware of street or drug gang members from other places migrating at any time
to your jurisdiction” {(Note: Please do not fnclude crosstows “raids” o brief - re; fess
thar 2 day of two - appearonces of gang memhers from NetEhBGrIHE ciliex ar oWy
N
__ YES TfYES:
L Where are the migrant gang members from?

i Do you knew why they are coming to (name of jurisdiction)?
Probe Family reasons, Waork-related {migramt workers), To set upa
branch drug business, Because they were relcased from a local prisen

i What year did your departraent become aware of gang migration? 19 _

rv. 3ince thar time, what would you estimate the nymber of gang mugrants to be?
(rreemrber)
How rmany of this number huve shown up in 19957
L996Y _ {rember)

B. Are you aware 0f arcas to which yowr local, resident gang members have migrated?
NO
YES. Towhich cities or towns?
How many in 19957

6 In the Mational survey, you indicated that ¥ou have (yourh/sireet pang nnit or officers, or
gong prevention unit or officers, or both). Could you give us  little more detail abaul the
gang unit in (name of jurisdiction)?

A. When was the unit organized? 19__  (pear}
B How did it come to be organized? Was there a particular incident that mspired it7

(. How many persunnel does the unit currently have?
full rime sworn part time sworm
_ full time civilian _ part time civilian

[>. Where 15 the unit placed within the department? What is its relationship to other units?




E. Does the gang unit or the department colledt information about 2angs in a datahase?
NG . YES HYE$, whal do you use”

LEADS (probe participate in 15P LEADS Gang file” own or shared terrinal®)
GRIF or other shared system ouf own In-house sysiem (please

describe below. Fi

7. What streel gang intervention, prevention or suppression program{s) are there in {name
of jurisdiction)? What about municipal ardinances (e.g.: curfew, beeper luws, iruancy)?
How successful have these measures been” Could yau describe the coerent situation?
{Probe: Ask for names or contacts for programs inside or outside af the department, such ax
AgeRCes, youth ovganizations, churches, community organizations, eic. Record felow.)

8. Have there been any studies or reporis done on the gangs in (name &l jurisdiction)?

WO
_____ YES If YES: Can you give me a reference to the report?

#. Overall, if you had to choose the single most impartant th ing to 1¢ll me abont the gangs
and gang activity in {name of jurisdiction), what would it be?

Thank you very much for your time and your help!
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Ashland Vikings

Acsyrian Eagles

Bishopes

Black P-Stane (Black Stones,
P-31ones, El Rakns)

Bieck Souls(Mad Black Soupls)

Black Disciples

Black Ganpsters{New Breads LLL)

Bkyads

C-Males
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Consarvative Vice Lards
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-+Nps

Ebany Wice Lords
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Freaks

Future Siones

Gangster Disciples

Gay lprds
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Harrizon Gents

Imperial Gangsters

IHinois Street Gangs

Insane Dueces

Insane Unkowns
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[nsana Two-Two Boys
Joustars

Kenmore Bays

Henrs

King Cobras
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La R&=a

Latir Brathers

Latrn Sounts
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Latin Dizeiples

Lakn Eaglms

Latin Homebays

Latin Jivers
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Mafia Insane Wice Lords

Maniac Latin Disciples

Malras (Metwro East)

Mickey Cabra

Milwaukes Kings

Moble Kneghis

Crchestra Albany

Fark Avarue Players

Farly Gents

Party Knights

Party People

Farty Players

Faulina Berry Community
Fopas

Fuerta Rican StonesP-R Slenes)
Pachucos(Latin Fachucos)
Racine Boys

Safan Disciples

Sumon City ReyalsRoyaes)
Spanish Gangster Disciples
Spanish Cobras

Spanigh Larde!Spanish\vice | oros
Traveling vice Londs
Twi-Siers{ Two-Su Malion)
Two-Twa Boys

ndenaker ¥ice Londs
Linkown Vice Londs

Wice Londs

Yilla Lobos

White Crips(Crps)

12th Street Players
Warords

¥ates Boys Organizalion



1995 National Youth Gang Survey

General Survey Insiractions

t. Please repart only for the furisdiction served by youor agency. Sheriffs deparmmerss shauld repon only for their
unmcorporabed seTvice area and amy comracted communitics.

L For the purposes of this survey, 2 "Youth Gang® i defined &t 4 group of pourks ¢ yonr ruradicsion, aged appravimaely |G
for 22, thai yous or il reaporaibie paTTORS it Pour agency o COMMURTY are witting to emiche or clatsify ar g “sang.~ Do
aut inchude rotoreyets gangs, bate or idealogy groops, prison gangs, or sdult pangs !

3. Thix gervey form waa designed o be Gred to the Natiowal Yoorh Gang Cemner ar (3000 A5-5210. where & will
antonitically be sutered into the sarvey database. If you 4o nal borve & fx, of prefe to meram the tampleted form by
mail, please use the pre-addreased envelope, [Fthas envelops has been misplaced, please maii the ey o

Matlsway! Fouth Gang Cenar
oo Instiluir for Intergovernmenial Revegrch {TIK)
Porr Offlez Bax 13729
Tallahazsey, FL J2317

m

Ageacy Identification Section

Agmrey Nama

HNEE ! | R BN

(Arey Cocde) 3 FAX MNumbe tAren Cocki} 5 Tadephons Murmbar
B ; 1 [ T | T I -
L |




FAL to -400-335-3570 .

1995 National Youth Gang Survey
Page 2 of 2

ﬁ

1. Ou the hasis of yow personal knowledge and information you may be able to obwin §om persand familiar
with mam time perinds, please indicate when your jurisdiction experienced youth gang probiems (please
fiHl in the zircles for all me periods that apply):

O T o 19N O 19 1 Wi hare bad o8 prior pang probleme. ) Dok ot b,

1. Have any youth or strest gangs been active In your jurisdiction in 19957 O Ye o No
ffvou moried "N, " slp 1o question 7,

3. In your jurisdiction in 1995, on the basis of records or your hest estimate. what is the gumber oF

Activa Youth Gamps? ¢ ¢ | 1 Youn Gil;l?l"l::nh:n'!’i J | 1] o Da et Kaew.

' i .
i SR

4. It your jurisdiction in 1995, on the basis af reeonds or your best astimate. how many homicides imvoived
AR membery as:

Perpetraron ! I Yictims . ) Do Net Knew.

7

O YouthSirest Gapg Unit or Offiour(s}
3. Does yoor agency have the following? Gﬂlnlhurmmvl&wﬂﬁmﬁ]

gm:tmhhﬂ‘[nt

) Mamn

0 Gutting wars

6. In your judgment, ar= yorr youth blems: O Goettig batter
) ¥ pang pro O Staving sbost the xeme

7. ANSWER ONLY [F DIRECTED HERE FROM QUESTION 2 In your findgment, what is the
lkelthood that youth zmg problems will develop in your firisdiction in the ner figngre?

CHgh O Madlom 0 Law 0 Moos

Please re~4uter your telephone pamber fom F‘ﬂ'i {Aran Coda) & Tewphong Number
LT Thhnmhrpmvﬁu:ﬁnkbtﬂrmrnlrf I P T 7
first and second pages. I { ¢ |

. Thank you for your assistance!



Minois Youlh Gang Sorvey, 19%: Interview Schedole
[lincis Criminal Justice Infornation Awthority

Helly, {namey This s Carelyn Rebeeca Block (Recky) trom the Hlinos Criminal Justice
[nformation Authority. Thaok you for taking the time to talk to me We are working with the
Allorney General’s stall 1o help suppeort the Governor’s Commission on Gangs in Hlingis A woo
may koow, the Commissien on Gangs kas been charged with "formulating 2 state-wade respanse
tor cramnal sereet ganges m Hlinos™ and specifcally to M idenlily the nafure and seope of crimeg|
street gangs in ineis, and develop 2 comprehensive response to the problem.” The Commissior
i% planning a meetiog it Joly, leading to a eal reponl e the Coveraor by late summer

Cne of the thiops we're doing 1% 1o use data from the National Youoth Giang Cener, which
recently conducted a nationwide survey of law enforcement agencies, the MNational Yourh Crang,
Survey We called yonn because vou responded ty 1he sarvey by iodicatma thag _____[marou
of yrisdiction} experienced “youth gang problems” in 1995, It would be helpful to the Governar's
Cronnrsiggion ¢ Gianus i you could lake a few minnies o wive us a litlle maoce detal about the
EANE aotivity 1m {jurisdiction)

W Acrver Fopeemed efacar of foakey enbeagd o frff oyt e gl e Spmme dhagaar gy oo
o cReek oot Soote Riehers aoned gor Bock fo s (thers give ws theie heat eadimate, | oonfd 2 AY
W e cpiee irenTrare:, e Srerd your cem feefieows enfearngr Hooanl vy drke mec e oder Hhar?

MO Toothe Woacmmad sucvey ) YVoullz Ciange ws defined s " paoupeaf vouths e geor sonisedicnien gzl
approsmmaledy 10 1 22, thot vou or edher respansible persens movowur ogency of commuminy ane willime to adenlidl oo
clhasscfy ann " pang ™ Do e nckule st erele gazps hale s idenGgy groges, oo s, oo adull gangs = Tndos
survew, e don' wanl Lo umie 1w desenssion bk any specatie oge groop. Alecsy e fucle gdaler ss weldl oo vuashs, of

ARPrOGrIEe W e verpesd Sie M sent of BRese e sions

L. To start off, when vou replied to the national siwrvey that (name of jurisdiction) had

“youth gang problems,” could you tell me in & few words what that means in {jurisdiction)?

['robe: What s a “pang'? What i1s "problems™? (Eg: graffiti, drugs, violence, recruting.y Dees
vour department have an official defimtion? {If so, ask them to FAX UL to 312-793-3422.)

Z. In the national survey, ¥ou indicated that there were about (xx) active veuth gangs with
(xxx) members in (jursdiction) in 1995, How many gangs are there today?
foether axtmpte, o fook w and et Bk foome Cheok fere of o records ar off A

fArtive pangs) {eang members)

i Could ¥ou tell me something about the nature of those gangs?
A What are the names of the gangs in (name of jurisdiction)?
b use aifochecd check it add adediteonal names o variesicy when moeRfioied. )

Tawve any of the gangs in (name of Jurisdiction) adopted the name of 2 gang from Chicago,
S Lo, Taos Angeles, or another g city gang?
RE) YES (Wewe om check sty



B 1 Tevww mvarey gl b o gauryes e {naenes of jurisdic o)
arg [Laling?
are Afocan-Amencan (nonLation)?
are white (nonLating) wlite

are Aslan or olher (specify of "other”)
are of mixed ethnicity? {please specify the wix)
Fhither extimale, or look up and get back o me. Check here if no records of all g

£7 What about the age of ganp members?  (Remember, we are alve incliediige il
Lreatliz proslers, I apelicalle )
1 What 15 the typical age of

the muost aclive [core) membears ( 1 t
the peripheral members [ [ b
flieher extimerte, or fonk s ard ged boack foome. ek Bere §F i recards an anl iy

1 Are these ape patterns different for different types of gang-related offenses?

MLy

YES. IFYES: Could vou specify the different ape parterns”
Senious Violent Offenses {homicide, battery): typleal apge ;aperange  to
Other Yioclent Offenses: typical ape . dge ranpe to
Sencus Drup Offenses (dealing): typical age  aperanpe  ta
Other Drug Offenses (possession of pot]: typical age cAgcrange o
Other Offenzes {vandaliam}: typical age L AEC rangc o

L. Have wou noticed any ohagrpe 1nthe ages of active pang members recently” Are
active gang members getting younger? Getting older? Or not changing?
o N0 CHANGE.

GETTING Y OUNGER. Probe Please explain; Typical ages of new
recruits; Are younger members involved in come? What kind of crime?

GETTING OLDER. Probe: Please explain; Are older mentbers heing
recruited” Are older members nugrating to the city?

[ What about fomale gangs or gang membors?
1. Do wou have any all-female gangs i+ oame of jurisdictiony”
. NO
__YBES NYES please descmbae
Pribe Mame of gang, number of members, kind of gang actnty

1 Are female wangs or femile members of other gangs active m:
viplent olfenscs” [
¥ES. If YES please describe.
Probe: 1ype of violence, committed with'without male co-offcnders



drug cffenses” ML
- YES. If YEX pleass describe
Probe. type of violence, committed withAwithout male co-oftenders

clher offenses? LT
¥ES. If YES pleasc describe.
Probe: 1vpe of violenee, committed witkwithout male co-offenders:

e Could wou estimate the percent of gang members in (name of jurisdiction) whe
are lemales?

Ative [core) membersy T
Penipheral membaers %4
(fuitfrer extomerte. oar sk up ol ged back teoome. O heck Beve 15 ac vecorgds ar alf |
Would your estimate he different for different gangs? 1f so, please explain:
Latm garkes (nacme) . Core members " other members: L.
Black pangs {name) Corres roeemibery: T, wther members b
(Mher sangs {nanme) Corre roemburs: T, wther members Bl

tv. Has there been any change in female gany activity simee 19957

NC)

YES. If YEX, please describe the chanue Prole Tnerepsed/decrease n
numbers, Maoredess active i care of gang, More/less vialent

3. In the National survey, you meéntioned that there wene (rimfer’ o) pang-relaiod
homicides in 1995, What about other kinds of gang-related viplenee?

fither estimate, or loak wp amd get back to me. CReck Rere §f fie recordys of all

DA TA SOURCE

A. Dunng 1995, were there any nstances of gang-related shontmgs {Niredem batteries)™
NG
~¥ES5. IfYES: How many in 19957
f Ofthese | in how many was someone hit or injured
i Were any of these dove-by shoetings {shooting from cars)?
NG,  YER IFYES: How many o [9957

B. What about other kinds of gang-related violence (e.g. Mob Action, threarts,
inirmidation)” KO, YES. If YEX, please estimate the number in 1995
Mumber Kind of crime
MNumber _ Kind of crime

¢ Has gang-related violence In {name of jurisdiction) gorten warse, beller, or stayef {he
sarme since 19957 (Crrcfe one amswer)
W worse” or “better”™: Why do you think this 15 happening?

Ly



1 Has {mame of jurisdiction} experienced other kinds of pang-related orimes (c.p-;
burglary, theft, harassment)?
NO
YES 1f YES, plesse estimate the number i 1995
Mumber Kind of cnme
Mumber Kind of cnme
Ficher evimeate, (v fook wer cmed pet Aock b ome. ek here of o recerdy of aff A

5 e are also interested in gang activily involving drogs (not just possession and use bt
alsa dealing).

A. Towhat extent arc gang members involved in drug sades m (name of jurisdiction)?
(O thes refery fo divtrabudient o sodes, mod snmgele possexseor, )
not imvplved (skap 1o ques 6) ~_ rmimmally mvpbeeal
somewhat involved Beaaly mvolvedd
i TNYOH Y EDY (inoany wayd How many arnesty of 2aoe memlwers were there in 1943 [m
manutacture or dehvery of g controlled substange™ .
ffrgher extimerte oar fovak s ard prel fack ée e, © ek Boere of b recorody of ofll A

BOIEINYOLYED, whal kind of streer gane nvolvement 5 there™ 10 street panes deal
alruus ay an arganization, doindividoat vang members deal druges independently o 1he
pang, or do both kmds of mvolvement nccur”?
Street pangs ren an organizational gang busimess
Probe rame of panges
[ndividual pang members deal drups independently of the ganp
Probe roembers of which gangs?

O Taoes drog sefe mvolvement ditfer for different gangs?
1N
Y8 M YLS, please explain. Probe: Latme ve Black gangs: lvolvement of
wounger vi. alder members: [nvolvement of females vs. males.

D What are the drups most commonly sodf by (name of jurisdiction} gang members?

rock or crack cocaine powdered cocalne

heroin TTEETI[Lana

pcr ' _ LED dethamphetanine
other [please spocify: _ )

Probe: has this changed since 19957 If 50, how?

E. Has pang-related drug offending in {name of jarisdiction) gotten worse, better, or
stayed the same since L9937 {rele the answer)
If “worse” or “hetter'’: Why do you think this is happening?




3. A [ew questions about gang migration.

A, Are you aware of street or drug gang members from other places migratmg al sy lune
Lo vour junsdiction? (Newe, Flecse de qor mofice crosstenses raeeds T ar braef - re: e
tham a dhay of fwer - gppearances of sargs merthers frem Lenstborats cites o s |
x93
YES. If YES:
I. Where are the migrant ganyg members from”

1. Do you know why they are coming o (nime of juisdicrion )
Probe: Family censons, Work-related {ommgram workers), To secop a
braoch drug business, Because 1hey were 1eleased frorm a local prison

i1, Whan year did your depaciment becmne aware of gaog roggratwon? 19

v, Since thal tme, wheal would vou estimate the nomber of gang nigranes to be?
_ [vurmber}

Mevwe narwy of Ulns nomber have shown wp in 19937
1407 (rrrrrefac

B Are you aware of areas to which powr local, resident pang members have migrated?

N
YES  To which cities or towns?
ITovw iy in 1995

&. In the Nativnal survey, yau indicaled that you have (pouth/Steeei gang anit or officers, ar
yrang prevention anit or officecs, or both). Could vou give us a little more detail about the
pang unil in [mame of jurisdiction)?

A When was the unit orpanized? 19 {vear)
B. How did i come to be organized? Was there a particular incident that mspired it?

(. How many personnel does the unit currently have?
full ime sworn part time sworn
full time civihan part time civilian

[0, Where is the wmil placed within the departonent? What is 1ts relationship to other units”




E Does the gang unit ur the depaniment collect infoumation shour gangs ina datahase!

5O _ YES IFYES, wha do vou use”
_ LEADS {probe: partivipaie in ISP LEABS Crang file? own ur shared terminal™
_GRIP or ather shared sysicm our twn in-house system (pease

describe bafow. )

7 What street gang intervention, prevention or suppression programis) are thers in (name
of jurisdiction}? What aboul municipal ordinances {e.g.: curlew, beeper laws, truancy}?
ow successful have these measures been? Could you describie the current situation?
(Hrahe: Ask for names or cordacts fur presrrams ieside oF onisede of the department, such os
O RE S, NORNT OFEROIEZaiions, cRurcies, Comemiiey oFganizotions, ele. Revord beliw )

8. Have ther: been any studies or reports done on the gangs in (name of jurisdiction)?
N

¥[E5 TFYES: Canvou gtve me a relerence w the report?

4. Overall, if you had to choose the single nuost important thing to tell me about the FANYS
and gang sclivity in [name of jurisdiction), what would it be?

Thank you very much for yaur time and your help!



Ambrose

Ashland Wikings

Ascyran Eagles

Bishopes

Glack P-Stone [Black Siores,
P-Swones, LI Ruking)

Black Souls{Mad Black Scouls)

Black {Zi=cipies

Elack (Gangsiers(Mew Ereads LLL)

Bleads

C-Hotes

Camobel Boys

Consensative Wice Lomes

iznkra Siones

Cullerion Dueces[Cullerion Bays)

Cnpy

Ebcny Wice Lords

ElRukns

Four Carner Husllers

Freaks

Future Stones

Gangster Disciples

zavlonds

Cihettn Brotners Crrganization

Harrison Gents

Imperial Gangstars

lllincis Street Gangs

Insanc Duaces

Inzana Unkowns

Insane Wice Lards
Insane Fopes

Insana Twe-Two Boys
Jousken &

kKenmore Boys

Kents

King Cobras

Krazy Gat Dawn Bays[KGE]
La Raza

Latin Brotheis

Latir Counts

Latin Dragons

Latin Disciples

Latin Eagles

Latin Hemabys

Latn Jivers

Latin Kings

Lalin Lovers

Latin Queens{Latin Kings)
Latin Fachuces

Latin Sanis

Latin Souls

Mafia Insane Vice Lards

Maniac Latin Disoipkes

Matras [Melre East]

Mickey Cabra

Mitwaukes Kings

Maoble Knights

trchesira Alhany

Fark Avenug Players

Farly Genis

Farly Kughts

Farty People

Farty Players

Faulina Barry Community
Popas

Puarls Rican Stones{F-F Stonest
Pachucos(Labtin Pachueas)
Facine Boys

Satan Disciples

Siman Cry Royals[Royals)
Spanish Gangster Dizciples
Spanish Cabras

Spanish Lords'Spamshiiae Lards
Traveling Vice Lords
Two-Sixers Two-Si Mation)
Two-Two Boys

Lndertaker Yice Lords
Inkawn Vice Lards

Wice Lords

Villa Lobas

White CripsiCrips)

12th Street Playars
Wiarlprds

Yates Bovs Qrganizatien



