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Public Safety Officers’ Educational
Assistance Program

Thi: Federal [ira Entorcement Depemdents Acssistance
(FLEDAT A aas enacted n Oelesher 1999 w0 enhancs
the appeal of service incivilian federal law cnforce-
nient ypencies by providiag fnancial issisianeo for
hgher education o sposes and children of federal Low
enforcement officers killed 1o the line of duty. Comgaress
and the President aronended e Act 11 [WE w provide
educational assistance w speoses and children of pahee,
fira, and emergensy pubic sakety officers killed 1n the
line of duty, thus creating the Public Safery Offcers”
Felucational Assistance (FIOEA Program. The PSUEA
Progowm also makes assistance available oo spowscs and
children of public safety atficers permanently and total-
Ty dixahled by catastrphic injues sustained in the ling
of duty.

Background

By amendmg the FLEDA Act, Conpeess gend the Presi-
dent extended educational assistaneg oowchuds non anly
the Tamilies of federal law cnlorecmen officers buat all
public satcry odtieors. In s doang, Lhey made an ampuor-
tant atatoment about how vnal wvur public safely olficers
are o our NJlHAI's salery,

lThe PSOEA Progrearn recueimcees that beaefits available
tor aese Eamilies thivuely the Public Satory Citicers
Bane s (PSOE8) Prapram, administered by the Buresu
of [ustice Assistance, LS. Departoent of Justice. ses
oflen comsumed by basic needs and we oor sutficient w
suppurt cosls ol biigher edocanion For many famlies,
busweaver. access i higher clugihon is instrumental in
thear ablily to move forwarnd n the aitermath of a line-

of-dury temgedy.

PSQOEA Program Beneflts

Tha PSOEA Program provides an cohcsbomsl asss-
tance allnwance tr eligible survivors of public suley
oflicers whose deaths or peccoanent and wial Jisabali
ties are Uie direct and prosimale tesud of a Irumatic
iy sustdined in the line of duty.

PSOEA benefits may bo vsed solely oo defriy cdnca-
tional cxpenses, inclodmg tuibon. mwom and oard.
b, supplies, aml edocativn-relaed fees, The
allowance 15 34 pec month for full-tine studcnts,
§30 for three-guarter-time students, and 32402 for halt-
time students. The smount af assslance 1 subpect w
chanpe cimsistent with the corenl cornpuration of edo-
Cabna] assistance allowance see farth in Title 1% of the
Highet Eduzation Act, Scotion 35352 of ‘1ile 34, Linited
States Coude.

PSOEA Program Effective Dates

Linder the PSOEA Program, prlice, fire, and cmengency
puhlic safety officers sre covered for Line-t-duoly
deaths ar peroanent and wially disabliong muries 1hn
veruered on of after Ocober 1, 1997, The FLEDA Aa
miakes program henetits avanahls retroactively o {ame-
lics of Federal law enforcement ifficers killed in the
Ime af duly vm oc afier May Lo 1992 The eBective Jae
fur Fomilies of pecmanently and tmally disabled foderd
Taw entorcement officers is Cotober 5, [,

Eligibility for PSQEA Benefits

The PSOCA Program stipolates thal PSOEA benefics
are w be provided dicectly w dependents who attend &



tiomn and are e spouses oo chuldeen of Fedecal, police.
Tice. and emergeny public safory officers whose deuthy
o permancnt and motal disahalities wre covered by the
PAOIE Program (42 LS.C Y0 et seq.y. Public safely
utlicees” children are s lengee eligible for assistance,
however. alter thienn 2Tth inhday. absend 3 tnding by
ther Alrerney Genckal of cxinmrdininy circumstances.
Acazalinee under the PSOEA Propram s avalahle for
A5 months of full-wume education or sraiming wr for g
perorpaesrtinenal perdod of troee fug o peat-time program.

For Further Information

Forr o= paboul the PSOLA Prosoero. e
ehtain o coepa o il PSOEA cogulaien~ and applividinn
Foaesh. wn e s oo witur obsscrsadinns g reeomnuenda-
s Plegs gt
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