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or the fourth consecutive
Fear, the number of index

offenses in lllinois has
declined. Total index offenses fell
to 606,566 in 1998, compared to
666,492 in 1994. Much of this
drop was due to a decline in the
number of violent offenses.
Property offenses also declined,
although, not as drastically as
violent offenses.

The five collar counties
surrounding Cook County experi-
enced the largest regional decrease
in the number of violent offenses,
dropping 27.4 percent between
1994 and 1998. During the same
period, violent crime fell 25.4
percent in suburban Cook County,
and 19.6 percent in Chicago. Also
during that period, violent crime
declined overall in rural communi-
ties, although the number of
homicides remained relatively
unchanged.

Preliminary figures from the
FI_3I |n(_j|cate that nationally, serious 530,000
crime is down for the seventh
consecutive year.
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Between 1994 and 1998 in lllinois: 510,000
*  The number of violent
offenses declined 20.4 percent,500,000

while a 17.6 percent decline
was seen nationally.

*  Murders declined by 27
percent.

Figure 1
Violent index offenses in lllinois
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Figure 2
Property index offenses in lllinois
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Criminal sexual assaults fell 19 murder, criminal sexual assault, Based on the 1998 U.S. Census
percent. robbery, and aggravated assault. Bureau report, lllinois is the fifth most

Aggravated assaults, the most
frequently reported violent
offense, declined 14.8 percent.

theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  Texas, New York, and Florida are th
Between 1994 and 1998 the total four states with populations greater

Property offenses are burglary, larceny/populous state in the nation. California,

e

number of index crimes reported to the than lllinois. Table 2 shows the 1994-

The number of property offenses |jjinois State Police decreased 9 1998 violent index offense rates for
declined by 6.3 percent. percent. The number of reported the 10 most populated states in the
Robberies saw the greatest property offenses declined by 6.3 nation. Of these 10 states, lllinois had
decrease among index crimes,  percent, and the number of violent ~ the second highest reported violent
falling just under 30 percent. offenses declined by 20.4 percent index offense rate in 1998. Florida had

The number of burglaries declined
14.9 percent.

While lllinois’ population contin- ~ 1ated states in 1998.

(Figures 1 and 2). the highest rate of the 10 most popu-

ues to increase (5.2 percent between Nationally, the violent offense
Reported crime and 1990 and 1998), the violent offense  rate decreased 20.6 percent between
rates decline rate declined from 1,063 offenses for 1994 and 1998. In lllinois, the
_ _ _ every 100,000 persons in 1994, to 828 decrease was 17.6 percent. Of the 10
Index crimes include violent and offenses for every 100,000 persons in Most populated states, the largest
property offenses. Violent offenses are 19gg (Tap|e 13. decrease in the violent offense rate

Uniform Crime Reports and Crime Rates

UCR program

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program is a “index crime.” There are four violent index crimes —
nationwide, cooperative statistical effort of more than murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, and aggra-
16,000 city, county, and state law enforcement agencies. vated assault — and four property index crimes —
These agencies report police-level data on crime thatis burglary, larceny/theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.
brought to their attention to the FBI Uniform Crime In most research, violent crime is analyzed separately
Reporting section. from property crime.

In 1972 lllinois instituted mandatory UCR reporting

on a statewide basis. Since then, every law enforcement Crime rates

agency in the state has been required to report crime dat&®aw crime figures are useful for many purposes, such as

monthly to the lllinois State Police (ISP). ISP creates andfor looking at the number of offenses in a single jurisdic
maintains computer files of the lllinois UCR data and tion. However, raw numbers are not standardized agair
supplies this information to the FBI for use in compiling the population at risk. In other words, they do not reveg
national crime statistics. whether a higher amount of crime in one jurisdiction

After reviewing the index crime data received from ~compared with another is a function of the greater
local agencies, the lllinois State Police submits this data number of people who live there. A “crime rate” on the

to the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting Section. The FBI  other hand, does provide this type of information. Crime

then uses this data, along with data reported by the otherrates are usually calculated as a rate per 100,000

states, to publisErime in the United Statem an annual  Population. The denominator for calculating a crime rat
basis. is the “population at risk.” In the case of this report,

statewide population figures were used.
Crime index

The Crime Index consists of eight crime categories that, Number of offenses x 100,000
when taken together, provide some indication of how _ Offense rate per
much serious crime has occurred in a jurisdiction, State population 100,000 population
region, or state. Each of the eight offenses is called an

st
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was reported in New York (33.9
percent). California and New Jersey
reported decreases of 30.5 and 28.3
percent, respectively.

Of the 10 most populated states,
New York and California experienced
the greatest decreases in property
offense rates between 1994 and 1998.
Property offense rates were down 22
percent in New York, 21 percent in
California, 12 percent in Florida and

between 1990 and 1998, from
11,446,851 to 12,045,326.

New Jersey, 8 percent in lllinois and
Michigan, 6 percent in Texas, and 3
percent in Georgia. Property offense
rates increased slightly in two states:
Ohio (3 percent) and Pennsylvania (5
percent).

— John Doyle is a research analyst
with the Authority’s Research and
Analysis Unit.

Notes:
1. According to the most recent

estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau,
lllinois’ population increased 5 percent

Table 1
Number and rate of reported index offenses in Illinois
Reported index offenses and rates per 100,000
Percent
change in
Violent index 1994 1995 1996 1997 199g | the rate per
crimes 100,000
Murder and 1,383 1,226 1,170 1,114 1,008 -28.6%
nonnegligent (11.73) (10.33) (9.80) (9.29) (8.37)
manslaughter
Criminal sexual 7,610 7,234 6,748 6,643 6,156 -20.8%
assault (64.52) (60.96) (56.55) (55.41) (51.11)
Robbery 43,085 39,195 35,312 33,434 30,178 -31.4%
(365.31) (330.31) (295.90) (278.86) (250.54)
Aggravated 73,307 72,119 66,240 64,192 62,434 -16.6%
assault (621.56) (607.78) (555.07) (535.41) (518.33)
TOTAL 125,385 119,774 109,470 105,383 99,776 -22.1%
(1,063.11) (1,009.39) (917.33) (878.97) (828.34)
Property index
crimes
Burglary 114,485 107,241 106,366 104,808 97,394 -16.7%
(970.70) (903.77) (891.32) (874.18) (808.56)
Larceny/theft 354,832 366,246 365.866 360,192 351,431 -3%
(3,008.55) (3,086.52) (3,065.85) (3,004.27) (2,917.57)
Motor vehicle 68,198 62,286 57,921 56,892 54,571 -21.7%
theft (578.24) (524.91) (485.36) (474.52) (453.05)
Arson 3,592 3,533 3,861 3,659 3,394 -7.5%
(30.46) (29.77) (32.35) (30.52) (28.18)
TOTAL 541,107 539,306 534,014 525,551 506,790 -8.3%
(4,587.94) (4,544.98) (4,474.88) (4,383.48) (4,207.36)
Source: Illinois State Police (ISP), and ICJIA calculations using ISP and U.S. Census Bureau data.
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Table 2
Violent offense rates in the 10 most populated states
Estimated Violent index offense rate
population Percent
State
change
1998 1994 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998
California  (32,666,550) 1,013 966 862.7 7983 703.7 -30.5%
Texas (19,759,614) 7065 6639 6444 6025 5646  -20.1%
New York  (18,175,301)  965.6 841.9 727 6886 6378  -33.9%
Florida  (14,915980) 1,146.8 1071 1051 10236 9387 -18.1%
lllinois ~ (12,045,326) 1,063.1 1,009.4 9173 879 8283  -22.1%
Penn.  (12,001,451) 4267 4273 4325 4421 4205  -15%
Ohio (11,209,493) 4858 4825 4287 4354 3625  -254%
Michigan ~ 9,817,242) 7661  687.8 6353 590 6208  -19%
New Jersey (8,115,011)  614.2 599.8 5315 4926 4401  -28.3%
Georgia  (7,642,207)  667.7 657.1 6387 6066 5727  -14.2%
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