


Introduction

It s an urdoriunato fact of Amerlcan criminal Jus-
tice teal many peoplz now in priasn havs beesh
thare bafore, and 183t many ot those whoe arg
relezzed today will 3gan be back in cuslody. |
fras abways baen imporlant lo dentiy 1hose of=
fandzra mozi likely 1o rezume thelr  criminal
careers alfer bedng relbasad from prisen,  But
varlous problams facing our criminaf Justice sys-
tam make the need for aformatisn on "repeat of -
lendare” avan mors compeling today.,

One of thase problems is prizah crowding. With
public concarn about erime Ineréasing, many & aur
nallon's  prlsons  ara  being atrzinad bévond
capacity. Criminal juatice Mandgers need an ac-
cyrate evilpatlon of the Impact &f farigus, rapast
aftandars on the allgpation of =scarce prizon
MEadHUree s,

Linfortenately, Mincis (ke most othér states) has
ncl nad guallly, up-ta-date informélion aboul the
charaatariztice of repeat olfenders and the pat-
terns of fHalr ariminal activilles. Wilhout this baala
ntarmation, criminal uslice pelicy makers and
practitipners  canngt  posslbly deal wlth  1he
problam of repeat cifenders 0 an affegltive, syz-
temalic wai, Even though many laiws alimed at
“nabitoal erfenders” and “caraar criminalz® have
baen anactod In rosent yesrs, inntany Jurlsdlstlons
there are stil o clear-cut means to a3dkns
whathar {hAdas laws ate ashlavifg helr nientlécd

e,

[micrmallon an resdat offénders is crucial for ac-
curately projeciing the redources nesaded by
varigus erintlnal justice agancles, inshiding ciriag=
fignal fasilitres.  Avallability of Quality data on
repeat olfenders alec may ganarale pew ap-
praachas 1o Ihe problem of “hard-core” criminals.
Trhieae shproaches may lasirda maw  sonferoclng
practices (drgeted al those ollenders who cin—
lawe to threaten public sataty and drain criminal
Justicds  faapurces tﬁrn-ugh repaated crimlnal
aglivity.

The datz needed 1o craata accurata profifaa of
repdal olfenders are generated by a variety ol
crintral jugllca agencles in lllacis, Thade sollteds
inglade the lilineiz Department ¥ Slate Pollce
(08P, whleh  thaintains  Lhe  State  cafiral
repoallory far crimingl kstory record Information;
the llinsls Departnient of Cdrréclons (DOG);

clerks ol he Clroult Courls, znd local law en=
loreamanl agenciza,

Because af Lhe variely of these data sources,
daviging 3 methed {0 selacl and analy2ae tha mant
appropriate injormation on repeal  ollznders
Sflatewide==and greating & vehlcls {0 report the
findings reguiarky——have ool baan accomplizshed In
tha past In rasponpae 1o bthis need, the [incls
Crimingl Jusllse Information Aulhorily bagan Its
Rapeal Offeander Froject (ROPY. The Authority
haz developed a rloh database of Informallon an
repeal clfendars n lingis, Thiz datzhaze not anly
allaws wz o answer many guestlens about
recldlvism In Winols, It also generatas new dobs-
Uans and parzpactives on the proklem.

Thizs bulatin, the frsi A 3 aoclon of ROP raporis
tha Aulharity plans o oublish, anakyzes  the
criminal actlvily of a sampla of ctienders during
the 18-ta-20 manths 1oliowing thels rafeasd fram
priacn n 1983, The bullats examines 1he ralation-
shlp befwean prisr criminz! bistory and the oriminat
bahavigr of the sflenders after thelr release, [t
alzo desarlbes the "pace” at whish thass affand-
&FE recidivate, and [t locks at 1he demegraphlc
profile of the entlre sample. Folure raporis will
update at perladic Intarvais tha criminal activity of
ihls agme samplz of relezzeas, and will address a
varlety of olher lzsuses.

The enllre AROP sludy |s dasigned to produss 8%e
ol 1he moast completa summarias of rooldivibiic be-
Uity of & cohort of prison releasees ever diew-
mented In Finafs, I addsltion te  dezckmtivh
analysas, tha project provides a faortile tedii
ground for & number of diifersnt exploratdry
analyses, such as the "survival anglyvsis" technlife
usead In 1hig bullatin, Thus, In addiflon o providify
actual data on repeal olfenders In lilincis, 'I'he
project afsd sarves (o tesl some [nnovallve
methods for viewing recldivism In Thea State,

‘Methodolo ay

The ROF Sample

The purpasa of tha ROP study iz 1o track @Wer
time 1he criniinal activily af a cohart of forf
State prison nmates, The lotal ROP sample coh-
algte of a randomly drawn greup of FEBinmalDs
who wera relaagad Irom the |IDOC batwesn April 1,
1883 and June 30, 1983 Thla infs FUTEM



proviged & ihres=month "window' of wvarying
raleasa dalas. The ROP sample alse contams in-=
mates whe received & varisty ol ralezse lypes
including discharas, mandatory sunervized releazs,
parcle, and work rafeasa,

This first ROP tulletin analyzes 537 of the 763
relaasees. The analysls auxcludas 230 releasess
wWhe wiard oh parole and reselyed their final dis-
chzrge glatus durlmg the three-month perlod In
which the sample was drawn, Theas adividials
worg axcluded bacause fheorallsaly hey could
heve alrzady bean In {he communlly and commit-
Ukg arisas prior fo thelr offtclal dizcharge and
Ihelr pcugian in the ROP sample analysis ol this
group witl be sddressed In 8 subaequent ropart. [h
additlen, the racoerds of Two ather releasees ware
nel avalabie al the tima the 2nalysls was per-
(ermad, 0 they were excluded fram the aampla aa
well,

D Sources

Tre Compulerfzad Criminal Higtary (SCH) sysiam
rzintginad by the Department of Stals Police is
the zource of reporled criminal hlstory regerd n-
tormaticn used In the ROP atudy. The DSP Iz the
designeied central reposlory and cuslodian ot
crimbmal hlstory record fermalan In Rnols.t By
law, all polcing bodles In the 3iate are regulred
dally to turnish the OSF with coples of fingerprinta
af all individuals they arreat for talondas and most
misdemaansrs.

The CGH transcript for "rap sheat™ |& nsant 1o bé
2 curndlalive regord of 4 parsen's aclivitles within
the llilrols criminal Justlge systam, Tha rap ahaal
slzo contano ldanliticatlen intormation, swWch a4f
the parson's race, sex, dats af birih, physical
dascristars, and 1ingerprint clasalficallan,  Tha
D5F can generate @ “hard-copy” transcript of all
reaord Intormation enlered enio the CCH dalabase
‘or an individual, Thesa tranzcripls are the
primary mource of deta vaed in Lhis study,

The auithorily trackad the criminal achiviHy of the
597 ralnasaes by perfodigally dsking tha D3P to
sgarcn through the COH database 1or additions 1o
thalr rap shests. Becausn this aludy depends
aolely an the CCH system for Individual criminal
racords, only those arresals and incarcaralions
raporied to the BSP are Included In the analysis,

L nces Aaviced Statutes, Oimp, 3E=208 o aeq., 1BTH.

Ire addiflon 1o the COH arrest and hearceralion n-
termation, seneral demographic daia aboul the
relezsers: ware oblamed Foemn {hg (HOC, Those
domaglaphde LLems were largely self=reporiad by
offenders voan thair admissian to State grigon.
The demographic varidbies inelude age, race, g«
marital slatus, educstional level, and income status
prict o inzargaraton.

Dafining Besidivieri

Establishlng a precise detinition of "racldividm® is a
problem ail researchers i Ihls area have faced
Clilerenl definltions have produced subsidntlally
dHi6fenl resuitd th pdat redesrch StuddE.  This
bulleth uses tive dellnliehs of recidiviam:

o Arresl gltgr réldase, which refers ta afy

arrgst recorded on tha COH sysiem aiter
tha dale the effedder was released [red

prlson; and

& [noarcaration attér release, which [nciudgd
any COCH-reporied [ngaresrallen to Si3ig
origan oscurring afier ihe [nilial prisos
releasze dale.

[anoiher possible definitlon of recidlvism walld be
bazed on conviction after relaase as regorded by
the CCH system. However, a3 praviaus pudits of
the system have indicated, approxdmaltely 50 par-
cant of the GCH dispesitions are missing. Con-
zeguentiy, convichons racorded on the CCH aya-
{em are not a religcle measurs of racldivism and
have not basn usad Ia this anelysis.]

It I& Impariant 1o use both measures-—arrest and
Incarcoralicn--when sxamialng recidivism in [I-
linsls. Each delinlion wields diffarent resuiis, and
each sel of rasults has unlgue polley knglleallons
tar diferent oriminal joatice afficials. For ex-
gmple, arrest as & measura of recidivism has
diregt Implicatlons: tor faw anforcement and sayrt
parsonnal. Recldiviam gz measured by incarcera=
tizn affests tha ceclslons of Stala currectional
planners, :

Criminal Justics Polickes and ths ROP Sample

Cerialp ¢rimingl jusiics pokelss that were In place
when the ROP sample was drawn probably affac)-
gd the makedp of the sawpla. |n partlcutar, several
correclional policles influencad 1he iype of of-
fendar subjacted to the aampling melhadology.



One ol fhese pollcies waz the [DOC's "forced-
relaasa” program. The srogram, whlch wags o ef=
feqt from June 1980 until July 12, 1832, allewed
the diracier of correcilons 1o award lo aateciad
Inmates (usually non=wviglent, proparty clfenders)
additlansl ingrements of good ilme on top of.thalr
reqular statutory good=-lime ‘credits. This exira
qocd ma madda the Inmrates sllalble for auparvised
relezse agoner Lhzm thay normally would have
Boan Cuaring Vhe three yearg of e forced-
refease program, approximalely he same mumbe
of pergons were released from e orison Systar
Az ware admitted The Ielial resull of thiz policy
was o keep he bn shifulioral pupu]a'llclr: al of néar
capacily.

lha forced-relsase program allowad allenders to
be ralegsed socner and at a faster rate than prior
or eyrkenl relegze policies, As a razidit, the
program may have altesiad the BOP, sampla. For
ewample, there was potantially a larger-than-
uzuzl pumbar of inmates releaszad during  the
fhrea--manth penigd n 1883 Alsoe, oflenders who
walld nof have been ralezsed undar the normal
condlitlons of Ihalr centances weara relezaad Juring
Il farnde peled

dnother polley that may have nflugnced the ROP
nample (nvolved the inalugion of misdamaanants in
the general prigsn populatton ‘Before July 1833
pacple convicted of misdemeznors could be san=
lenged to fha IDOGC, After that date, howaover, the
law was changed, and mlsﬂemeananls Weres no
longer admitted to Slate prlsmn “Thus, If 1he ROP
sample worn drawn today, It would not inciudd
mitdameananls and could cohtaln many more
gerioys oifendars han the 1983 sample.

It iz diffizuit to assess iha mpacl of theze and
gther policies on the rate of recldwiam amang
rambars of the ROP nampln, While thase are per=
finant izzuas té Kisep In mind, it s 2len Impoartant to
'-l}l‘nﬂmbE:' fhat thz dynemies ol 1he eriminal. juatlr.:a
ayalarm o nzls and (i affect on the prison
populatien repréaant an ongelng Process. A a

rasdll, here wil always ba hislar ical avar s withir

fhe ayatem thal atlact bath Yhe compaznli on af the
prison populatlan and the p-trpufatlﬂn af priscn
ra!a&e%és-_

.'l" * .. *

The rest’ n:rl 'rn!.a‘l::m!r.m prasrlts de’ra;ed”ﬂndmia
ol Ihl. HU‘P :.tl.u;I':.n' t:?: data, "'ih'u:il} Illldl’if‘!- Enﬁluﬂn'

. A demcqraphlc pmﬂla of tha I'BIBEE'&_&S: S

& An analysis of the -releasaees” prior
arlmiral hletoria:z,

# A& shrdy of their criminal behavier alpce
reteasa, and a cemparkzon 2l prier <ominal
higiory wilh posi=raleaze criminal aclivity,
and

& An explorgtory analysis ol recldlviam.
uzlng a mathodsiogy —-survival analysls—-
seldom emploved In crimingl justice ra-
aearch.

Demographle Profile of Releasees

IGCG racorda are tha saurces of the demoaraphlc
dafa that wore aralyzed Those records yialdad
infarmatitn an 525 of 1he 437 releas2es Inciudad
In the sample. The elamanls examinad wara the
relaazaes’ 3ax, race, marifal sioaius, educationat
lewal, age al raleasa, =nd Income stalus. (3ee
Tigure 13 The majority of $his |[aformatlicon was
g} -reparled by fthe Inmates,

Aacokding to IDOC reconds:

# Almost all of the releasaas in lha azmpla wara
mzleg (35 parcent): lemales comprised only 4 per-
cont of the total, This digtribution reflacts the
makaup of prizoa populailons In both ilingl= -Emd
the Upltad States, Coe

& BPlacks reprecanted S5 pér_mnt of the sample,
followsd by wiltes (3% percent) and Hizpantcs (4
percent). Again, this breakdown mirrors the racial
distrisullen of Hlinois" entire prison population,

s Upon' ertering prisan, A’ majecity of the
relpasass (73 poercent) were roporiad lo bBe
singie; appruxlmatm; ana- quart&r WEr & marr.ad
(ineluding "common -law™ pausas).

# The educallonal leval gl tha'r&l&asa&s,'d&ilneﬂ
a8 lhe hlgh&at grade cumplatad “yarind The
m::juﬂl:,.r of TH ‘sampls. (83 por conl)  had' rlut
fintahad hiak schm at tte 1impg, ot thair relezsa
{Fe ‘mean numbar o ‘furs ot termal edu¢atmn was
108, ¢ High sdhool gmduama conslitutad 27 par-
cant of the aampla college- aduzated Enmataa Ad-
counted for 8 percent,

# Alihough naarl'_-,r 80 parcant of the sampia werg
betwesn ‘na-ages of 18 and 34 whan' thay- wqru



Mast Raeleasees Were Male, Black, Single,
Unemployed, and 18-16-34 Years Old

Figura 1: A Demographlc Prafile of the ROP Sampla
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ceemasad (here was 2 owide range of ages--1ram
10 e AL Tog mean ago of release was P88 and
the majerly 2! the releasees (57 percenl) were
caetweaen 20 and 248

& Almoat half the releasees (47 percent) reporiad
bere unemployed upon admission 1o prison.
Thrly—pna parcent reported being emploved {in-
clgdireg self ~amployed), while ancther 3 percent
reparled someé ather seurce of income (including
sooial security, public aid, and penslons)  The
remaining 19 percent of the releazees did nal have
a recarded source of income.®

Prior Criminal History

Al information on the "prier criminal hisiery™ of the
raleasess refars 1o arrezis and incarceralions
tnal cccurrad up to and including the "pase incar-
ceraticn” The base incarcerztion is the imprison-
rmernt fram which the inmale was released during
ithe thres -month BOP sampling perlad in 1983,

Prigr Arrests

Al but tweo of the 537 releasees had CCH records
avalable for analysiz of prior arresfiz Amang
Inese 535 offanders, the average number of prior
arrasts per releazsee was nime. The number far
each parsan, however, varied graatly, The wast
maarity ol lhe releasees had mora than onae prior
arrest, and roughly ane-third had 10 or more, The
cambined grier eriminal hisfory of the releasees
reluded 4,747 arresls and 8,223 ollense counls,

These offense counls woere broken down into four
catagories. viclent, propérly, drug-relataed, and
ather crimes, Violen! sifenses constilutaed mearly
ana-Titth ol the total {19 percent), and proparty
crimies egualied nearly ane-half (47 percent)

Drdg altenses accounted for a relatively small
ponticn of the prior offanses (8 percent), while
othes crimes made up one-quarier of tha 1ofal

Table 1 presents a detalled breakdown of these
pre-release offanse counls.

Faleazees ziso weare classified as "violenl offend -
ars" and "drug ollendars." Cifenders weare classi-
Tied as “wiclent™ ! Lhelr CCH racorda coniained

e Iniadies mesging records and records thal ookl Aot De ound,

1-gr-more prier wviglent offense counis.  FHe=
lgasaos wore classilied as “drug offendears"if their
criminal histery records contained 1-of-more
previous drug-refated offense counts. Based on
thesa definitiens, the majarity of the releaseas (70
percent) weare viclent offenders, and 30 parcent

ware drug offendars. These classificalions,
howaver, ara nof mulually exclusive: A releasea
could be classifled as both a vielent offendar and
a drug offender it his or her prier criminal history
included at laasi ona viclant offenss and at Isast

ene drug-related offense,



Age 0t First Arrest

The average afe of tho relessecs al The Ume ol
s firsl arrest was 200 and aboul &0 percant of
e sample hed 4% l2aat ane recardsd adult arres!
bafare reaching age 13 In other words, 4 large
partion of tha raleas4es had begun recordlag adult
arrests within one yoaar of reaching 17, the ags al
whick a parson [3 o longer a Juvenile in 1ingis.
Altheugh juvenide zrraais ara not racorded on the
CCH system, records Indicate seweral of tha
releagnan warka  arrastad  when  they  wWers
|uden|ss and were prosecuizd as adUlts.

Prior [ncarcoratinns

Mest af Lhe relezsees had Jusi completed thelr
firet Stata Imprlacamant when Thay woare ncluded
In the ROPF sample. St there ware sevaral of=-
fansara whe had a more axtarsive histary of
Staie prizon incarcerationa. Aboul G0 percant of
e relaasades, Tor example, had more than one
prier Staiz commiiment while £ parcent had
E-ar-more prior Imprisoenments. The averaga

number at prigr incarcerations per reidASaF wWas
L,

Holding GEfense

The "holding ofiense” reders 1o the single offense,
ar tha most serious of multiple ollensss, lar Which
Lhed S1landar was canténdad bo prizan for the baze
[earceration. 0 acoordance wiih IOS practices,
WAl 1ara wWars r:nl.tl'ri:p!n c-.hargt:—’. ihal resulbed in
fhie convigtion, the helding offense wazz the ons
that carsled the fatest releaze dale [ mullipls
ganvietion cowats ragulted n senlences of egual
length, the sfatwmtory class ol the offense (the
legislative Fanking of Seridusness) wist Juzad to
datarmine tha holding olfonaze.

M thRis sample, viclent crimes secounted far 34
percent ot the holding atlenzes, and property
crimes made up 47 persant. The remalbing of -
lgnaas involvad ailher drug-ralatad (4 pargant) or
other ¢rlmes (7 percent); in 4 percanmt of the
cases, inlofmatian Wak missihg {saa figura 2}

T ——

Mearly Half the Releasees Were Being Held for Property Crimes

Figure 2! Heolding Gtfensas, by Typo of Crime
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Most Post+~Release Arrests Were for Property Crimas

Figura 3: Post-Relgase Offense Counts, By Type of Crime
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Recidivism among the Sample
Of Releasees

Descrbed below are the post=-relagae crimingl o=
thvilles of fhe 537 offendars who were tracksd
during the 18-1o0=-20 mentha following thelr
Fleasie Irom prison

Prool«Helease Arresrs

Slmosl nalf (48 percentd the releazaes ware ar—
reatad &% l8asl once during he Tcllow -up period,
and many were grresisd more than onea. Thase
258 rapaal oltenders wera responsible for naarly
S00 reporied zrresls.  Although $3 parcent of
these olffenders were arrested nly onge during
the lollow-up poried, 37 percent were arresied
2-or =3 thmes. One persan was over arreated 13
times during the 18-te-20-month perlod.

The 258 repaal offenders in the sample ware
resoangiple far 488 poslrelsasd arrssts Sanslsl-
Ing =t F15 otfense counts, The tolal number of of =

tanse counts 1= grealer than 1he number ol arresta
becawse an eifender could be ¢harged with more
tham ana clfensa count T aash arrast For ex-
ample, someégna could be arrazied for multiple
counts ol the same oftense of for one Sount of
each of many dilfarent oflanssn,?

A tlgura 2 indicates, a majorily ¢f the post-
release offense counis (53 peorceni) wers §or
proparfy crimes. The number ol oifense counts
wan much lower for viglanl, drog-ralated, zmnd
alher crimas. Sl almost one-~guartar of the
post-ralease oilensa counts involved  wiolant
crimas. Table 2 presents a detalled braakadswn of
these post-release ollense counls.

Fozl =Helease Incarceraiions

During 1he i8=to=20=manth iallow=up porled,
nearly one-ihird ol tha releaseas (173 of §537)
wara Incarceratad sgaln In Slals prison for naw

#* Thaso arrost counls bawe o Grecl comBEpoadEnoE with
oanls fhed by the Srale’s aplarndy’s Odlice,



aftonsas ar for violating thelr condltional release. 4
Tnese 173 ollenders were reaponsible for 181
naw State prison incarcerations. Whila a few of
the 173 rolegtoas (S5 parcent) weaere imprisoned
fwice during the follow-up perigd, most (85 per=
canty were incarcerated only once,

4 Thiere it no accwrale recording o the ODH system of parole
vidfations ve. rew alfensos. Subsequent rossarch will addrass
Ihis IS,

Prior Criminal History and
Post-Release Criminal Activity

Much of the contemporary literature on criminal-
ogy suggests that a relatively small portion of of -
lenders is responsible for a disproporiionataly
high volume of criminal activity ® If this is also the
case wilh the offender populalion used in the ROP
sludy, It would be useful for policy makers and
other criminal justice officlals to be able to iden-
tify this high-crime group.

For the ROP study, the relationship between the
volume of prior criminal activily and arresl or in-
carceration during the post-release period was
examined in a variaty of ways. The following lour
compariaons weara made:

& Mumber of prior arrests vs arrests aller
raleasa from prison;

& HMumber of prior arresis vs, post-ralease
incarcerations;

» Number of prier incarcerations vi posi-
release arrests; and :

o MNumber of prinr incarcerations vs. p&ll-
release Incarcartthnm e
F::_H' purposes of comparison, offenders wera
divided Into lhree categories representing a
progressively higher number of previous arrests:
1) those with S-or-leas prior arrests; 2) those
with B-to-10 prior arrests; and 3) those with
11=or=more prior arrasts. Offendors  ware
categorized similarly In terms of prier Incarcera-
tlons: 1) those with 2-or-less prior Incarcerations
(including the base incarceration); 2) those with
3-or-4 prior Incarcerations; and 3) those with
S-or-more prior incarcerations.  In¢carceration
refars anly to sentences servad under IDGC su-
parvision, and axcludes instances in which offend-
ers were sentenced {o county jails,

5 con, lor oxamgle, Petersida, A (189800 Criminal Career
Rasearch: A Yiew of Recent Evidence in b Morris and M.
Tonsy (eds), Crime and Justice: An Annual Review of
Aesearch. Univarsity of Chicagn Frass. Alsp see Returning fo
Prison, Buread ol Justes Statistics, NCJ-ST068 (Washington,
D0 USGPD, Navember 1984}



Offenders with Many Prior Arrests
Were Most Likely to Recldivate

Figure &4: Percent of Sample Arrasted and Incarcerated,
By Number of Prior Arrests
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Findings

The number of prior arras!s is refated lo the
likelihood of arrest aller release, Qifenders with
S-or -lass prior arrests had the lowest propertion
of arrests after release (38 perceni).  The
proportion increased to 47 percent for oflenders
with &=to=10 prior arrests and 1o &7 parcant for
ihose with 11-gr-maore prior arresis.

There is alzo a relationship between the number ol
pricr arrests and the likelihood af incarceration af-
lar release. Agaln, this relationship was atrongast
tor the highest=volume group--those with 11-0r=
more previous arrests. Forty=-lour parcantl of the
offendars in this group were Incarceraled within

10

the 18-1o-20 monihs following their releasa, The
graup with 5-or-fass prior arrests had the loweast
rate ol peost-release incarceralion (2B parcant),
whila those with &-to-10 previous arrests had a
glightly higher Incarceration rale (22 percent).

Flgure 4 summarkzes the ralationship belween
post-release criminal activity (both arresis and
incarcarations) and prior _arresis.  These data
clearly support the conclusion that those oflend-
&rs with the highest number of previcus arresis
are much more likely to be arrastaed after their inl-
tial ralaase and to be Incarcerated again.

Examéning the relalicnship batwaan the number of
prier incarcerallons and the likeliheod of posi-




relaase arresl 4did not FI-F-'JUIJEE 45 EJE‘HF-ELI-‘I
raaulls. nawever, As might be expected, offend-
ars WwWith 2-or-=lags p.'l-::ur incarcaralions had 1he
owasl rate of post=release arrest (48 percent),
Aut the middle group, those with 3-ar=4 prier In=
sarceralions, had the highest percentage of poat=
‘alease arrests (85 percent). The nighest-=volume
aroup (S-of-more priar incarcerations) had a
past-rolapse arrest rate of 5S4 poarcent. There are
aeveral possible explanations for this finding., Of-
lendars whe had bean ncarsarated S-or-mors
firmas tandoed 1o be older than (hose with less ax-
lensive incarceration nisteries, and may simply be
less inclined to angaga in subsequant criminal ac-
Biwidy Al i may be poasible that a delerrent el -
fect emerges  altar repeated incarceralions.

Offenders with Several Incarcerations
Also Were More Likely to Recidivate

Figure 5: Percent of Sample Arrested and Incarcerated,
By Humber of Prior Incarcerations

Percent of Sample
Aearrested

[T

Mevertheless, any explanation requires furlher
resaarch

The number of pravious incarceratiens is relaled
lo the likelihood of incarceration after release.
Thirty parcent of the offenders with 2-or-less
pravigus incarcerations were incarcerated again
aftar release. For those oliendera with S-or-4
prier incarcerations, the propoerfion was slightly
highar {35 percent), And for the highest-volume
graup, those with S-or-more prior incarcarations,
the proportion incarceraled after releass jumped
{0 58 percent.

Figure 5 summarizes the relationship between
nost-release criminal activity and prior incarcera-
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tlors, Both this figure ana Jlaure 4 supoort 1he
camtantion [hal offanders wille tha bghest wolume
el prier sriminad astivity generally axhibif the mosi
post—ralaasa criminal aclivity a5 wall.  In olher
weards, & smal portion of otlenders Is Indeed
raspansible for a dispraportionately high aumbar

o1 crimes,

"High-Vaolume" Oftendars

s u:-:pl-:]fﬁ urthar tha |'-aJaTinr13h|p balwakn fha
pricr  <riminzl history of our sample and the
likalingod of arrest o incarcaration aiter releass,
Vo graups ol releasecs warg compared. 13 a
apecial "high-valume" graup: and 2 Ine restl ol the

sampla, The former included 51 offenders whe
had 11-ar-mote prior arrests and 3=-or-mors

priar State ingarceralions,

Theg eamparizan fownd that
[enders In the high-volums
guring Ihe falow-up parisd, vs. 45 percent of the
ceat of the samele. In addillon, 48 poraenl of tha
rign-valuma alienders were Incarcarabed durlng
thez fellgvw=up period, comparad with 31 parcahl of
tha ather raleaseas, Agaln, these lindings support
the santeznilen that the volema ol prlor erlminal ac-
fivity Iz related {0 Ihe Incldence ol regidiviam,
whalher [F 15 maasurad By arrest of Incarceration

F parsant of the of=

group were arresfed

Survival Analysis and Recidivism

[ECRSETTE

In mest siusies, recidlvism s reparied merely as
the percenfage of former prizon omates whe
redurn 1o cofime whthin a predeieérmined 1o/lew -ug
perizd. In inis study, for exampls, we found 1hat
nearly hal the releasees in our sampie were ar-
reghed within 18=tp=20 months and abaul ona-
1hird were back in prison within that iime perlod.

An allernative 1o this Iype of presestation 1S callod
Ywurvival analysls"  a fechnigue that has been
vsed mest frequently In medical and englnearing
resaarch. The survival method has béen used 1o
evaluate “survival curves” {or garcar palisnta tol-
lowlng varlews ferms ol ireatment, for example,

In sontrast to olher methods ol reperting
regidivism, survival analysis examines the gasse al
wihtch offenders recldlivate. That ls, 11 [eoka at thin
rata el which affanders return te crime al- the end
of each of a set of time intervals, vaually moentha,

12

The aurvival mathod provides a dittzrant way ot
wlowng recidlylzm, and allows comparlscn among
varlews groups of rélzaseéas, For exampls, sur-
¥ival analysls can compare lwo groups with dif-
feranl criminal histargs 1o defarmine which group
racidivaiaa at a quichar pace, Survival analysls
al3o can determine the months In which the prob-
abllly of racldivaling o graaleat.

Keep in mind, howaver, thal survival anzslyels ¢al=
aufatea thd Hime poried onfy up to the flrst oocur-
rence of a crimiral act At thal point, the raloases
hasz "failad,” and thya drops oul of the analysls, In
ather words, thiz method examinas the pace unlll
the ilrst recorded acl of raclidivism (eliner arrest
or Incarcetalion In this siwdy), bui doas not
anaiyvze any subsaguent activity

Eurvival Analyeis of the Entire Sampie

Flgure B deplcts the pace of postl-relnasna arrestn
and incarcaratians by showing the proporllon of
releaceas who were arresied or Incarceraled
durlng each monlh of the follow =up poriod, For gr=
reats, the lirat &-to=8 menihs tollowlng release
ware lound 10 be the most erflizal fima parjed; the
relative flalnazs of the curve after thls pertod -
lvztrates the point. The distribution of iIRCarcara~
tians ovar lime (3 euch amoolher, with 3 more
gradual dacline 1ram the {irst {o {he lzs1 Intarval,

While most arrests ocourred durlng the first
S-10-8 manths followlng rélaase, lha pattarn (ndi-
calas thal the {igat J=or=-4 menths of thiz time
pertod weare aclually the most criflcal. Survival
avalyvsle shkows thal by The éhd of the 2nd month,
about 20 percent of the zample had been arresied.
During meonths 3 through & an addillonzal 15 per-
ganl  were  arrealted, By fho ond of the
E-to-2-month perled, 40 percant of the sample
had baan grreatad, After that lime, the pace af ar-
rosls leveled off,

8y c<onirasi, the pase of ingarceratlons afier
relgass ravaala a Iﬁﬂfkﬂd['_-,-' dillar sl pal:‘.nr'n, Thix
largest number of Incarcerations ocourred he-
tween the &th and 13th months following release.
Tao the axient thal incaraorafionse follow gcroats in
tims, the difference belween the crillcal pericds
for arrgsts and [noarcerations 15 [aglesl it gener=
ally reftects the nalural New through the erfmlnal
justice systam af thase casas whers an arrest
resuliz in an incarceration,



Survival Analysis of the "High=Valume" Graup

Survieal analysis alsoe lends itseld to analyzing
supgroups of thae 1ofal sampia As wan dona
previously, 4 Speckal "high=volume" group (those
aiffenders with i1-or-more prior arrgats and
F-or-more prior incarcerations) was idenlified
ame analyzed, The pace of recdiviasm within this
group was compared with that of the rest of the
sampli

The survival method poinfed up clear differences
Betwoon tho iwo groups. The pace ol posi-
release arrests for the high-wolume group was
much fasiler than the pace for the rest af the
gample (o Nlgure 7). The recidivism probability

rates for Yhe high-voiume ollenders révealed
much steepar  levels throughowl the lirat 10
monihs alter release, whilg the rates for the tatal
sample were much mere censtant throughoul the
gamo pariod,

The distribution of post-release incarcaralions did
net reveal as clear a distingtlion between the
groups as the arrest distribution did, ‘Whan
graphad, the proporiion of offenders within sach
group who ware incarcerataed atl various time In-
tervals showed litile difference.

Survival analysia 18 clearly useful far ilusirating
the pace of posi-release arrests and incarcara-
fioms, The survival method showed he critbcal

Most Post=Release Arrests Qccurred in the First 8—-to-9 Months

Figure &: The Pace of Recidivism of the Entire Sample |

Recidivism Defined By: .

Arrest

Proportion Surviving at End of Month

Incarcesal ion

-------

100 i S e
| |
Bl ke |
i |
=r |
| |
5‘[:':—| J 4
B e e |
4mi ‘ndicotes B to 9 month “"critical" period for arrestis, B
i after which the raote of arrest levels off.
20}
1SR PR SN NSNS AN NN SN [EUUH S: SANR (. RU— L I NS R PR (S RN S—
a o 2 X 4 5 B F B 9 10 1Y 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Montnly

S s

intervals




pancd for arrest (G e S-to=-9 months {ollowing
reigase 1 alsc lound that the largest portion of
rcarceralions ccourred between the 5th and 150
mienths 21 the follow =up pariod. A more delailed
usa of survival analysis will be the tople of a fu-
tura RGP bulletin

Summary and Conclusion

Thig buidatin Is the first in a saries of raports gs-
zocialed with tha Authos|iy's Hepeat Offender
Froject, & detalled study &1 the arresis and Incar—
carations of 3 sample of 763 olfonders who wara
raglgased from the llnois Department of Correc-—
Hans during a thrae-monih period of 1583 Raly-

. S S

Serious Repeat Offenders

i Figure 7: The Pace of Recidivism of the "High-¥olume"” Offenders
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Mg on perlodic reporls frem the Slale's Coam-
putarized Criminal History system the project is
fracking 1hiz group of releasees to analyze sub-
saquen] arrests and incarceralloens

This first roporl analyzed a group of 537
refeaseas from the folal sample (offenders who
were already on parole during the thras-month
pariod in which the sampla was drawn wora ax-
Cluded from this analysis--see "Melhodology™).
Among the conclusions of this report are the
following:

# Most offendars have a long history of arrasis,

and many slarl thelr criminal careéers early. The
majority of the 537 offenders In the ROP sample
had mara than ona previous arrest, and roughiy

Recidivated Even More Quickly !

Other Kelecsees
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i ~third had 10 ¢r more. Forly pearcant of tha
-alaasess had recordad an adult arrest wilthin one
yaar af ther b birthday (the age afler which a
parscn s na langer & juvenile in linagis),

& Maarly half the former Inmales are arrested

within 18={g=20 months following their reféasa

and most arrests eccur In the firs! 8-1o-9 mohths,
Foriy-aigh percent (258} of the 537 releasees
fnat were studied were arrested at leasi onge in
e Ta-{o-20-month follow-up period, Theae 258
aHerdars  wers responsible for  nearly 500
regarded arresis.  Almest 40 percent of these
rppeal offenders were arresfed 2-ar-3 times
since their 1983 release. The majarily of the first
arrests following release occurred within the Tirsd
Z-1o-2 months of the follow-up perlod, wWith the
firal 3-ar-4 months belng the most crifical.

& Mearly ona=third of former Inmaies ara in-

aarcarated within 18=-to-20 menths affer {heir

relaase Abaut ene-third {173 of tha 53F
ralgasees in the AOP sample were Ingcargerated
agan in Stale prisen by 1he end of the folfw-up
period. These releasees wers rasponsible for 181
additional State incarcerations.

@ There s a relalionship between priar criminal

hizsiory and post-reloase criminal aclivily. The
number of pricr arrests an offendar has is relatad

‘o the lkelihood of Briest after release, thie ROP
study found; those offendars with the highiest
numbear of prior Brresis were much more liKely to

be arrested or incarceratad again than ware af-
fanders Wwith less extensive criminal histornes. The
same holds true for prier incarcaerations; offendars
with savaral State impriaonmanis were generally
more lkely 1o be arresied or incarcerated again,
In othar words, the velume of prior criminal ac-
tivity is related lo the Incidence of racidivism,
whaiher it 15 delined as arrest ar ihcarceration

- * * *

T galn turther insight info recidivism in Hinois, fu-
furg ROP reports will move bayond déscriplive
analysis. Such strategies as survival analyszis and
discriminant analysis will be used 5o that Innova-
five perapectives on thé problem of repeat of-
fenders can be ungovered and reportad,
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