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Juvenile commitment rates reveal significant racial disparity

In 2003, African-American youth in
Illinois were committed to Illinois

Department of Corrections at a level
nearly three times their representation
in the general juvenile population of
the state. In contrast, Hispanic,
Asian/Pacific Islander, and Caucasian
youth were incarcerated at levels less
than their respective representation in
the general juvenile population of
Illinois.

An assessment was conducted in
each Illinois county that had a suffi-
cient percentage of minority youth to
measure disproportionate contact.

African-American youth were over-
represented among youth committed
to IDOC in 30 of 42 counties studied.
Hispanic youth were over-repre-
sented in 14 of 57 counties, and
Asian/Pacific Islander youth were
over-represented in two of 31 coun-
ties.

Statewide, African-American youth
were committed to IDOC at a rate
that was more than five times the rate
of Caucasian youth in 2003. Hispanic
youth were committed at a rate that
was 45 percent greater than the rate
of Caucasian youth. Asian/Pacific-
Islander youth were committed to
IDOC at just more than one-tenth the
rate of Caucasian youth.

Figure 1
African-American commitment relative rate index by county

Jo Daviess Stephenson Boone McHenry Lake

Carroll Ogle

DeKalb
Cook

Whiteside Lee

DuPage

Henry Bureau
LaSalle

Kendall

Will

Grundy

Putnam

Rock Island

Stark

Knox

Mercer

Livingston

Marshall

Woodford
Peoria

Fulton

Warren

H
en

de
rs

on

Hancock
McDonough Tazewell

McLean

De WittLogan

Mason

Schuyler

Adams
Brown Cass

Menard

Macon

Sangamon
Morgan

Pike Scott

Calhoun
Macoupin

Madison 

Jersey

St. Clair

Monroe

Montgomery

Fayette

Bond

Clinton

Marion

JeffersonWashington

Randolph
Perry

Franklin

Williamson

Jackson

Union Johnson

MassacPulaski

A
lexander

Hamilton White

GallatinSaline

Pope

Hardin

Clark
Cumberland

CrawfordJasper
Effingham

Clay
Richland Lawrence

W
ab

as
h

Ed
w

ar
ds

Wayne

Iroquois

Ford

VermilionChampaign

Piatt

Douglas

Coles

Moultrie

Christian

Shelby

Kankakee

Edgar

Insufficient numbers to assess DMC
 Equal to or less than Caucasian youth
 1.01 to 2 times Caucasian commitment rate
 2.01 to 5 times Caucasian commitment rate
 Greater than 5 times Caucasian commitment rate

African-American commitment rates

Winnebago

Kane

Jackson

Greene



Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority

RESEARCH AT
A GLANCE
Juvenile commitment
rates reveal significant
racial disparity

Table 1
2003 population and commitment percentages by race

Table 2
2003 commitment rates by race
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• African-American youth were
over-represented among youth
committed to Illinois Department of
Corrections (IDOC) in 30 of 42
counties studied.

• In 28 counties, African-American
youth were committed to IDOC at
more than twice the rate of Caucasian
youth.
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