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Lengthy criminal histories shown among incarcerated low-level felony offenders
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Vol. 1, No. 3 * April 2006 | Research at a Glance is a quick fact sheet summarizing findings from the latest ICJIA reports. Refer to Research Bulletin, “A
profile of Class 4 felony offenders sentenced to prison in Illinois,” by ICJIA research analysts Jessica Ashley and Christopher Humble, or visit
www.icjia.state.il.us for more information on this topic.

This project was supported by Grant # 03-DB-BX-0037, awarded to the lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority by the Bureau of Justice Assistance,
Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Points of view in this document do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S.
Department of Justice.




RESEARCH
AT A GLANCE

Lengthy criminal
histories shown among
incarcerated low-level
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* Class 4 offenderstypically have
lengthy criminal backgrounds and
relatively short prison stays.

» Conviction of aClass 4 felony,
the least serious felony offense, can
result in a sentence to probation for
up to 30 months or aoneto three
year prison sentence.
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Figure 3

Conviction history of Class 4 felons committed to IDOC, FY04
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* Class4 felons committed to IDOC  « |n FY 95 Class 4 felons accounted
in state fiscal year 2004 averaged 15 for just 18 percent of all court com-
prior arrests and a 13-year arrest mitments, and by FY 04 thisfigure

history.

had escalated to 40 percent.
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