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Community-Based Centers for Trauma Survivors NOFO
RESPONSE TO APPLICANT QUESTIONS

(Updated 2/14/2020)
General Questions 

1. Q: What is the primary purpose of this funding opportunity? Is it to fund the planning and creation of a community center, or is it for direct services for victims of trauma to be delivered at the sites of community partners?
A: Grants resulting from this NOFO will support community planning processes to develop community-based centers with co-located services designed to meet the diverse needs of trauma survivors. This NOFO will not fund services. The intention is for providers to co-locate in an accessible location so that many types of services commonly needed by survivors of trauma are available at one site.
2. Q: What is the period of performance for this grant?
A: The initial period of performance will begin when a grant agreement is executed, but not before April 13, 2020. The period of performance ends on June 30, 2020, which is the end of the state’s fiscal year.

3. Q: Does ICJIA intend to release a second NOFO following this planning grant that will actually fund a community center? If so, will there be capital investment for the creation of these community centers?
A: The goal of this NOFO is to support planning so that communities can develop centers that serve trauma survivors. Successful planning processes will prepare communities to seek appropriate resources to create and operate centers. Contingent upon the availability of funds, ICJIA may create future funding opportunities that could support such centers. Typically, ICJIA’s funding opportunities do not support land acquisition, new construction, or capital expenditures.
4. Q: What is the process required to submit a Notice of Intent to apply for this funding opportunity by February 14, 2020?  
A: There is a link in the NOFO that will take you to a Qualtrics survey. Here it is for your convenience: https://icjia.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cOzTMHzlyON4lN3
Eligibility Questions
1. Q: The NOFO allows for “a community-based non-profit organization” (page 14) to be an eligible applicant. What is meant by “community-based”?
A: ICJIA is using a federal government definition of “community-based organization.” United States Code 20 U.S.C § 7801(6) defines this term as “a public or private nonprofit organization of demonstrated effectiveness that (A) is representative of a community or significant segments of a community; and (B) provides [needed] services to individuals in the community.” For this NOFO, services are understood to include work with persons impacted by trauma.

2. Q: The NOFO mentions “public schools, to include colleges and universities”; can private universities apply?
A: Private colleges and universities may not apply as such; however, they may apply as community-based non-profits if they if they meet the above definition and are currently engaged in direct services with persons in an underserved community as defined in the NOFO.
3. Q: Does the applicant have to b a 501c3 or would a not for profit corporation in good standing in the state be eligible?

A: The NOFO requires that non-profit agencies submit a United States Internal Revenue Service 501(c)(3) determination letter as part of the application package.
4. Q: The eligibility information in the NOFO states “organizations that operate a Trauma Recovery Center funded by ICJIA or who have been awarded funds to develop a TRC are ineligible to apply.” Are organizations who are partners on TRC projects eligible to apply as long as they are not the identified TRC grantee?

A: Lead TRC grantees are expressly ineligible to apply. In the case that the TRC grantee is a community-based agency, the Level I or Level II trauma center hospital(s) that formally supported the TRC grant application is also ineligible. Other partners who may be contributing to the development or operation of an ICJIA-funded TRC are not prohibited from applying if they meet the other eligibility criteria outlined on pages 14-15 of the NOFO.

Program Design & Program Requirements Questions

1. Q: Can an applicant identify a region including multiple counties for planning or does it need to be a specific city or county?

A: The narrative questions allow the applicant to identify and describe the community for which a center will be planned. Applicants are encouraged to consider how any planned center will be accessible to trauma survivors and reduce existing barriers to access including travel and transportation challenges.
2. Q: If our organization is within the city of Chicago, should we focus our service area on one specific community area, or have a broader focus that spans multiple community areas? ​
A: The goal of the NOFO is to co-locate services in a way that makes them more accessible to trauma survivors. Applicants should choose geographic boundaries for their work that reflect residents' definitions of community and practical aspects of developing a center and delivering services.

3. Q: May we include state representatives among the local government officials who we propose to include in the planning process? ​
A: Local government officials may include elected officials, like state representatives and members of the city council, and officials representing various city or county departments that serve the residents of the community.
4. Q: Is it necessary that the applying organization hire an external consultant to coordinate the needs assessment and planning process activities, or can the person who coordinates these activities be a staff member from the applying organization? 
A: A staff member of the grantee may coordinate the process. Hiring an external consultant is not necessary. The allowable costs include hiring a consultant to clarify that as a possible use of funds and one way applicants can design their planning process.
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